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CUVINT IN.UHTB 

. Scopul lucrllrii "Punctional Englieb" este de a familiari&& 
pe studenţi cu funciiile comunicative ale limbii engleze în 
diferite situaţii socio-culturale ale vieţii cotidiene. 

In elaborarea lucrăzoii de taţi s-a ţinut cont de 
urmAtoa1•ele , 

Chiar dacA cel ce studiazA limba engleză ee afli la o 
etapă avansată de atudiu, el poete întîmpina dificultăţi în oe 
priveşte folosirea unei game largi de funcţii comunicative 
astfel ca a exprimarea unei opinii, formularea unei invitaţii. a 
unei sugestii, solicitarea de informaţii, exprimarea unor stări 

sufieteeti variate, etc. 

Prin indi~a~ea expresiilor specifice fiecărei funcţii, 
lucrarea de faţă are menirea de a incuraja o participare activi 
la conversaţie, inlăturind acea inhibiţie de care dau dovadă 

uneori chiar şi cei ce ee află la o etapă de studiu mai înaintat6. 

Avind in vedere că expreaaile prin care ae realizează 
fiecare _func\ie includ structuri ~ramaticale cH se poate de 

variate - incepind cu cele mai simple i.;i termin'.i'nd cu cele reai 
difi cile - lucrarea s e adre~ează în egală măsură studenţilor 

de la facultăţile filoloeico in seminariile de texte şi conver­
saţie din cadrul oureului practic, pr~cum ş. studenţilor de la 
cursurile postuniversitare. 

Fiecare capitol al lucrării '<' □ te alcătuit din 3 secţiuni. 

Sec •~iunoa I-a a fiecărui capitol reprezint A o sinteză a 

f ormul elor şi modelelor de vorbire prezentate etît în oele mai 
noi publicaţii din literatura de specialitate (v. bibliografia) 
oit şi in prelegerile ţinute de lectorii atrăiui la cursurile 
de vară pentru perfecţionarea profesorilor. 

Secţiunea a II~a cuprinde unu sau mai multe scurte 
conversaţii care reprezintă contextualizarea modelelor de vorbire 
din Seoţiu:iea I-a. 

·Seoţiunea a III-a inti ~-ulată "Practice" eolici tă o activi­

tat~ produotivA oare facilitează conştientizarea modelelor de 
vorbire din seoţiunile a Il-a şi a III-a a capitolului respectiv • 

.Autoarea 
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1. AGREEING AND DISAGREEING 

I! you agrea or disagree wi~b the peraon you are talking to, 

you can simply say I agrea or I don't 3grec/ I diaagree, but 

tha English people axpreas agreement or disagreemant in many 

other ways. 

Agreement 

The verb (or part ofit) is commonly repeated in polite 

agreemant : 

This winter's been a bad one, hasn't it? 

Yea, it hao. - Yes, it bas, hesn't it? 

I don't thir~ it's worth buying this car, do you? 

- N.:>, I don•.t. No, I don't think it ia. 

Oftcn words 1.rnch as ~ and certa1nly are addad 

ne ' s a very good doctor, ian't he? 

Ye~, he cartainly is. 

In my opin1on he should go and see an oculist. 

- I quite agree. 

Here are some other uoeful ways of agreeing with 

aomaone's opinion 1 

I couldn't agrea more. 

Tha·t' a just what I was thinking. 

You 1cl.ow, that's exactly what I think. 

I agree entirely. 

.;. 
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Disagreement 

Patterns t or polite diaagreement are lese eaey to 

di•etinguiah. One should avoid being abrupt when disagreeing 

in Englieh. 

Examples 1 

l. Don't you think ehe looke awtul in her new dresa? 

- Oh, do you really think eo? 

2. It . look~ rather crowded here. Oh, I don•t know. 

(Only to eomeone you know well). 

3. The Rolling Stones are wondertul, aren•t they? - Oh, do 

you r~ally think so? 

4. It ' e very cold today, i sn 't i t? - Oh, I wouldn't call it 

roally cold. 

5. Harold Pint er'e auch a wond erful dramatiet, don•t you 

think ? - Well , as a matt er of faot I 1 111 not very keen on h,i m. 

6. V/hat a nioe town S1b_1u ie, ien•t i t ? Well, pereonally 

I don ' t care much for it . 

7. I think we ought to be l eAving n ow , don't you ? - Oh, 

eurely not. It's only ten o ' clook . 

a. I'll go and get a portere Oh , I ehouldn'~ have t hought 

that wae neoeeeary . 

I f we know someone very well we oan dieagree more direc t ly 

ueing expressions 1::1.ke t heee 1 

You must be joki ng 

Don•t make me laugh I 

Come of! it I 

.;. 
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~ endi~ 

The word eo ie often ueed in anewering queationa, when either 

agreeing or diaagreeing. It ie uaed especially with •~oh worda 

aa , believe, think, expeot, euppoee, hope, be afraid. 

l!2!!.:, Streee the verb, not the .!2.• 

Ia your sieter coming to the pa~ty? - No, I don•t think so. 

l3ut her hueband'e 9oming to the party, ien•t he? - Yes, 

I believe so. 

They'll come to the party, won't they? - Yee, I expeot eo. 

I don't euppoee we ehall hear from her before Saturday. 

- No, I don't euppoee so. 

Dan will be late ae usual, I expeot. - Yes, I suppoee so. 

I expeot we'll have fine weather tomorrow. I hope so. 

Other expressione 

a/ They eay that watching T.V. ie bad for the health. 

b/ 

o/ 

- That may bs ao with some people. All I know ie that I 

a lwaye feel tired after watching T.V. for a long time. 

My opinion ie that cnyone willing to etudy a !oreign 

language oan· succeec1 in epeaking it properly. 

- I Just don't agree. 

You don•t know what it ie. 

- Don't I ? 

d/ You should emoke lesa • 

. - Yee, I agree, but I oan•t • 

. ;. 
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i Oonversation 

Dan I just oan•t concentrate here 1~ tbe fla t. You see 

Paul, I've got two easays to do ••• and how can I 

concentrate witb every one else talking • • • playi ng 

r eoords ••• I just can•t get pen to paper. 

Paul I agree entirely ••• but couldn't you work i n the 

un~veraity library? 

Dan I could ••• yes ••• that•s perfec t ly t r ue o But • • u you 

know •• • I not only nead to sit down and writ e •• • I 

need to t hink. And t o think I naed tobe able to walk 

around • •• be on my own . Livi~g bere in a fle t wi th -

how many people ? - five • • • well u t here are constant 

interr uptiona , you aee. I can • t j ust t el1 t he othora 

Paul 

t o shut up. 

Of courae , yo1.4 can •t •• • you know • •• I auggeat you look 

f or a umall fla t of your own . Let•s look it up in the 

pa pe r . At t he ads. There ~ight be eomethingo You got a 

pa pe r ? 

Dan Mm 000 t o te l 1 you t he t ruth I heven't bcught t.h 

Paul 

paparo theaeooay~~ 

g Er ••• Ha ve you thoughi or ••• of aaking et the 

univerei~y sccommodotion office? 

Dan Ah. • • • Right o I ehoul d have thought of ~hat in thf:l 

firat placeo 

Practice 

1. Complete t h fo llowing expressione of ogreement and 

diaagreemento Note that agreement and disagreement ahould 

be followed by some Bppropri a t e comment w?ere poasi bl~ . 

a/ A s You_ can judge a man by the qualit ~ of bis worko 
B • What you eay i e parfeotly true, but ••••• 
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b/ B I I think you need a change. 

A Yes I agrea , but .......... 
c/ A' My opinion is tbat anyone willing to work hard can 

become a famoua painter/pianiat. 

B ' ···························· ···· 
d/ B They say that smoking ia bad for the heart. 

A That may be r:10 with soma people. All I know ia 

e/ A Edward Albee is such a wond.erful dramatist, 

don I t you think ? 

B , Wella as a mutter of fact •••••••••••••••••••• 

2. Read the followinc and anower them with one of theae 

rertiarkoo Note where raore than one remark would be euitablc. 

a./ 
b/ 

c/ 

d/ 

e/ 

f/ 

g/ 

Oh, ouroly not. Oh, ' I can•t agrea with y'ou tl 1ere . 

Well, peruonally I don't cnre much for it. Well, 

aa a matter of fact I didn't t hink much ofi t. Oh, 

do you. r,ia lly think so ? Actu ull y, I qui te like 1 t. 

Oh, I don't knowo 

Looka as if 1t's going to anow, ,1oesn' t it ? 

What a charming tcwn Jassy i R, isn't 1t ? 

That WE.\13 a good film, wasn•t it ? 

I don a t care muoh for the food, do you ? 

This is a nice photo, isn't it ? 

It's vary cold today, iEmtt it ? 

I dnn ' t lilte the guida much, do you ? 

.; .. 
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3. Read and disagree politely with the following 1 

a/ Don•t you think he looka awful 1n hie new ooat? 

b/ What a lovely hat Mary haa on. 

c/ It'a hot today, isn't it? 

d/ Of couree, ehe'a a very clever girl. 

e/ That ' s a nice song, ien't it? 

f/ I'm bfraid ! 1 11 be late, you know. 

g/ I don't care much for football 0 do you? 

4. Answe~ the following, uaing a "so" endina (both affirmative 

and negative whero possible}. 

a/ It'll ra1n today. 

b/ I don't th1nk she'a got a chance, do you? 

c/ Do you th1nk wa ought to book tickete for tomorrow'e 

performance? 

d/ They haven't phoned yet, have they? 

e/ Do you think he'll aucceed? 

f/ I don•t tllink it'a worth waiting for her, do you? 

.; .. 
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2. Making Suggestions and Giving Advice 

A. Suggeatione - and agreeing with them 

Bere are aome words and phrases used to introduce 

auggeations , 

1. Think, auppose, expect 

I think we'd better be going home, don•t you? - Yes, 

I euppoae we had. 

I thought we'd just drop in here and have a drink, don•t you? 

Good idea. 

I don•t suppoee yoti have time for a cup of cottee? - Oh, 

yes, I have, thanka. 

I expect you must be tired after such a busy morning, 

aren•t you? We l l, yes, I am. 

2. What about •••? How about ? 

What about going for a walk? -I• d love · to. 

How a bout a cup of coff ee, D::.n? - That•a a very good idea. 

\'/hat about you, John ? \'!ould you like one ? - Oh, yes, 

l'd ltke one, pl e~oo. 

3 . Le t 

Let's go to the station, shall we? 

Lot me he lp you with those bags. 

of yo•J.. 

- Yes, let'a. 

Oh, that•s very kind 

You'd better ••• Hodn't you better •••? 

You 1 d better call the doctor. 

Hadn 1 t you better aee the doctor? 

./. 
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5. Don•t you think ••• ? I really think ••• 

Don•t you think you ought to make/set an appointment 

to see the doctor? 

I really think you sbould set the doctor to look at it. 

B. Suggestions - and disagreeing with them 

·1. I suggest we walk to the lakea. - But couldn•t ·we go 

by bus? 

2o Would you like togo fishing today ? _ - Well, tobe quite 

bone st, I' m not very keen on fish~.n« . 

3. Let•s drop 1n bere for a oup of ooffee. - Well, aotually, 

I'm afraid I baven't got time just now. 

4. 'How about another cup of coffee? - Oh, do you think we 

have time? 

c. Suggeatione about what a person should see or do 

You might s pend a few daya at the eeaeide. The Romanisn 

coaet is lovely. 

You should/ought to go to a cricket matoh while you ara i n 

Britain. 

I ehould try to ase the Village Yueeum if I were you • 

. ;. 
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,,.D. The ver b auggeet 

le suggest + (that) + s i mple presant 

2. suggest + ( that) + shoul d and verb 

1 euggeet (that) we walk/ ehould walk to the lakes. 

What_ do you suggest (tha t) we should do, Mary? 

Propoee ia more formal 1 

I propoae that we should inform the headmeeter about it 

at once. 

Converaation I 

Mnry has come to Buchareet f or a couple of daya. Jane ie 

diecuasing with her aiater how she can entertain Mary. 

Ann \'/hy don 't you go to a show toni ght ? 

Jane As a matter of fact: I thought Mary might like togo 

to a concert. 

Ann Let'a have a look a t today•a pape r a nd eee _what's on •••• 

You might try tho concertat the At heneum ••• It's 

Gr1$g's piano concerto Q•• 

Janfl J That aounds mttrvelloue„ 

Ann Y-ou'd be tter ring up aud see 1.t there are any tickete 

l e f t . 

Jane ring e -up the box of fice . 

J ane i le tha t the box office? 

./. 
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Booking-clerk 1 

Jane 

Booking-clerk 1 

Jane 

Booking-clerk 1 

- 16 -

Yee . 

I'd like two tickete !or tonight . 

Cirole or etalle? 

stalle, I think. 

Well, I've got Row D 26-27 and Row L 15-16. 

Jane s · Row D 26-27 pleaeeo 

Booking-~ldrk s Your neme pleaae? 

Jano Jane••• B. 

Booking-clerk I Could you pick the tickete up by five? 

Jane That'e O.K. , yea . Thank you. 

After the concert. 

Jane and Mary discuoa what to do next. 

Jane 

Mary 

Jane 

Mary 

Converea t1on II 

Doctor 

Would you like to have a cup of ooffee? 

There•~ a caf~ juat ovar there o ■ o 

\'/ell, I 'd love to 0 but as a matter of fact 

I've got to get up aarl v t omorrow morningc 

Oh, I ae a ••• Well, in that CP &o I euggest 

we take a taxi at re.ight home. 

Thank you , Jane , that would be very n ioe of 

you„ 

(A dapt l"d ) 

Well, Mr. Brown. The firat thing I have to 

t el1 you ie that t horough examination and 

tha analyat•o report show that there 1a 
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Mr. Brown 

Doctor 

Mr„ Brown 

Doctor 

Mro Brown 

Doctor 

Mr . Brown 

Doctor 

Mr. Brown 

Doctor 

Mr. Brown 

Doctor 

Practice 
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nothing aeriously wrong with you ••• praotioally 

and that basical ly you are very fit. 

So••• Why is i t , doctor, that I'm alwaya so 

nervy •• • ao t enae? 

I t hi nk your condition haa a lot to do with ••• 

••o er • o• What shall we call it? ••• Way of 

life ? 

Way of life ? 

Yes now te l 1 m.e M.r..Bmwn ••• you smoke, don' t you ? 

Yes oo• I ' m afraid I do, doctor. 

And rather heavily l i magine. 

Well, yes. I amoke ••• er •• • about forty a day, 

I suppose. 

You a'1ould _do your bea t t o stop , you kn ow. 

Yes, •• I see ••• But, •• • well •• • I've t r i ed 

to t i ve up smoking ooveral t i me s , 'but 1 t 's • •• 

it's no good. 

I do advise you to cut it down ••• a t leas t that. 

Of course . b~t o•• well ••• 1t 1s easy to say 

give it up or cut it down ••• but ••• oh I You 

know o. 

Wellp in my opinion you ~sve no ohoice. Either 

you make a real effort or ••• or there'a no real 

chanoe of your feeling better 

l ~ One · student makes suggestions, another r eplis a . Suggest that r 

a/ You .are _t ired and would like togo home by bus • 

. ;. 
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b/ You ehould go to a party. 

c/ The other pereon ahould be wearing warmer elothes. 

d/ YO\,l would like the other pereon to poetpone bis departure. 

e/ fhe other peraon might 11ke eomething to dr.mk. 

f/ You both go to a mov1e. 

BI You would like togo home. 

2. What elee could Jane have euggeated beaidee 

a/ going to a show, b/ going to have a cup of coffee 

c/ taking a taxi? (eee page 9) 

. Suggeat theee thin6B and aawer them ),oth affirmati vely 

and negat1vely. 

3. Work 1n pairs. 

Take turna at reading the following advice. Reapond e o 

you wiah. 

a/ A 

B I 

b/ A I 

B I 

o/ A 

d/ 

e/ 

1' I 

A I 

B ' 

A 

B I 

f / A 

B I 

You must make un efţort t o get up oarlier. · 

••••••••••00••• • ••• • 0• •••• 000•00 0 0• 0 111e 111 dOO 

I do adviae you to think about the ben~~!ts of gyw. 

l'd adviae you tobe moro punctual Q 

Either you eat aenaibly or •o••• 

I really do reoommtmd that you try Chinese food . 

You ehould do your beat to improve your English. 

.;. 
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g/ A Inat e~ J of bein~ ~n in~ir~ct , try to bP frRnk. 

B •• o o ~ •• •••••••••••• ••••••• ••• ••••••••••••••••• 

4.: Sugr:-e tit to a f orei 1;11 visi tor 1•1ha t he should sHe _;ir,;i do 1.n 

your country. Here are some words u nJ phraee s thot may be 

useful 

have a look at 

3pead a f ew doys 

go 1:1no see 

g o on i:s trip to 

not too expensive 

quite ~heap 

5. Work i n ~Ri r s 

it's very popula r 

it's quitc !nt. e r~ st ing 

it'::i love l y 

appropriate :rn;:;_~ estion usin;; •i1e Pxpr e ssi!>nt: in 1,ruclrets 

a/ B: WhR1 a day! It's too hot forme . 

A: (let's) 

b/ A: 'l'he Ilcown::, a re comlng in a --: r.c11r':; t.-lf"e • • • a '1d ,Ju:'l t 

look a t th~ mess the house 1~ in ! 

B: ( I wonder ) 

c/ B: Ann 'a ,j u st phonej t. o s.1y iP, r trrJjn errives a t 6. 

A : ( Y/hy don• t we) • 

d/ A: Oh, dear, I 've left my wi,llet a t ho rr.e . 

B: {You could). 
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e/ i a How on enrtb am I going to wake up at tour in the 

morning? I've got to catch tbe 5.15 train. 

B 1 ( auppoee) 

t/ B I There•a a good pr~gramme on TV tonight, but my 

aet'e not working. 

J. 1 (What about) 

6. Work 1n paire. 

'lake turna a t giving tho advice auggeeted by the cue, 

using any of the form6 praotiaed. React as you wish. 

a/ Drink .lesa beer. f/ Don•t talk t oo mucho 

b/ Eat more fruit. g/ Go for en early-morning walk. 

c/ Learn to drive. h/ E~erciae more self-control. 

d/ 'l'ake it eaay. 1/ Drink leso coffee. 

e/ Have a medical check-up. 
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3. MAKING A OLOGIES 

The most popular epologiee in Englieh are Exouee me, 1...!!!d 

your pardon! and I'm sorryf They are used t o exprese apologies 

!or disturbing, 1nterrupt1ng people, bumping into them, for 

hurting aomeone - in ehort, !or any act of impolttenese. The 

cboice of the proper apology naturally depPnda on the aituation. 

Here are some apologetic expreeoiona groupert under various 

headings r 

A. ?lot Catching what the other pe rson says r 

I beg your pardon? {formal) 

Sorry? {informal) 

B. For awkwardness. (If you have poked somebody with your 

umbrella, e!epped on aomeone's toea, dialled a wrong phone 

number, etc) : 

Sorry; I'm so s orry; I~m very eorry. 

Answ~r : That'a (quite) all right. It's all right. 

C. If it is not clear who ia to blame : 

My fa.ult1 I'm so eorry i Oh, no, my fault entirely . 

Other Apologetic Expreesiona 

Sorry to bother you jus t now. Oh, that'e quite all right 

Sorry to have kept you waitingG - It doean•t matter. 

I hope I'm not dieturbing youo ~ No, not at all. 

Oould you come at atx? - I'm eorry, but I'm rather busy 

just tben. 

I'm afraid l'm not free on Sunday. 

Cda, ·15/1984 Pasc. 2 
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Exouee me, pleaee (Passing eomeone in a tbeatre). 

John asked me to aay he's eo sorry he oouldn't join us, 

but he's got to· go to the dentist. 

Conversation I 

Dan comes back late from hie office and talks to bis mother. 

Dan I'm sorry I'm so late. Had a lot of work at the office. 

Mother I That•e all right. Hera's your dinner. I've kept it hot 

Dan 

Mother , 

for you. You must be tired out ••• Oh, Dan, have you 

read today's paper? 

I'm afraid I haven°t had timo, 

It eays that at the age of 14 Nadia Comaneoi won three 

gold medals for gymnaatice at the Olympio Games. 

Dan I Oh , r eally? 

(Ad&pted) 
Converaat i on 11 · 

At a Party. 

Mrs. Brown 

M.rs. Smi th 

Mr a. 'l3rown 

Mrs . Smith 

Oh, I'm so aorry to have kept you waiting. 

What happened to you ? Vfhera i1ave you been "I 

'llell, I got on a bus anc.. oouldn ' t r eme1Jber whether 

1~ wa s v1 e•op1a s quare u~ n o ~or~a n~a ~ I h~d ♦o 

ask for . Anyway as I got on the wrong one, I 

tried to get a bue back, andin the end I gave 

it up and came by taxi. Oh, I'm so sorry. 

That'e quite all right. As a matter of fact the 

Jones haven 9 t turned up yet~ 

./. 
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litra. Brown, I'm afraid tbe Jones can't comeo Mre. Jonee aaked 

me to eay ebe's very sorry but their eon fell oft 

tbe etairs thi e morning and broke hie leg. 

Mrs o Smith I How dreadful. 

Practice 

l. Imagine you are staying in a hotel and a lot of thinge 

bave gone wrong. 

Build oonversat!ons like this from tbe prompta below 1 

Guest I Excuee me, I'm eorr y to bring thie up but the 

t elepbone 1n my room is out of order. 

Manager, Oh, I'm sorry , 1°11 have 1t eeen to at onoe. 

Gueet I Thank you very much . 

2. r~agine you are 1n a s hop complaining to the shopkeeper. 

Build a eeries of conversa t ions like. this 1 

Cuetomer Good morning . I' ve got a bit of a problem bere. 

You eee 0 these troueere I bought yeeterday are 

too tight a 

Shop&aist~nt: Oh , denr. May I ha ve a look at them? 

Cuetomer Certainl y, here you a re. 

Shop assietant1 Hmm , yeea I'm awf'ully sorry they certainly 

do eeem to be tight~ I' ll • •• • 

Keap ohanging rolea and complain about all the olotbee 

you are wearing. You bought them all f airly recently. 

3 . Imagine you are one of thoae acoident-prone people who ia 

.;. 
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alwaye making miatakes. Keep moving round the class "breaking 

it gently" to other people about these mietakes 1 

You crashed aomebody's car. 

You loet your temper with your frlend yeaterday. 

You burnt a bole in your friend'e table-cloth. 

You bad to take a book to the library for your friend and 

loet it. 

You took your couein'e dog out and it ran away. 

4. Work in pairs. 

Take turnitmaking complaints about the following and 

reeponding appropriately : 

a/ You find eeveral chaire in the claseroom are broken. 

Compain .to the teacher. 

b/ You asked and paid for three tickete to Conetantza and 

have been given two. Complain to the clerk. 

o/ Some cakee you bought at the railway atation buffet are 

etale . Complain to the manager. 

d/ You booked a hotel room with a bath and find only a sh uwer . 

Complain to the reception olerk. 

e/ You ordered r oaetbeef and you are eerved roaet ohioken. 

Oomplain to the waiter. 

f / Your holiday period hae been changed without warning. 

Oomplain to the manager. 
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'A Bow prsctloe making apologiea. Note that eometimee the 

apology 1a in r esponee tG a ccmplaint and somet imee it 

init1e tea the dialogue. 

a/ A : I have a compl&int to make. The ahoes you sold me 

ye5terday are too omallo 

B l •••••••••••••••••• • •••.•.••••••••• ••••••••••••••• 

b/ A , {Apologize for keeping B waitins while you finieh 

aome work) 

B 

o/ A 

B 

• ..... .. .......... ................. .. ............. . 
That was my best cost you know ••• and you lost it. 

4t ♦ e ■ • ♦ e e ■ llt ♦ ■ ♦ G 411 (J e • • ■ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ■ ♦ e • ■ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ • e • ■ • ■ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ■ • ♦ ■ 

d/ A , (Apologize for the fact that the work you are about 

to do might disturb B) 

B s ■ ♦ • ■ • • G • • ♦ • • • ♦ • ♦ • e • ♦ ♦ ■ • ♦ • ♦ ♦ • ■ ♦ ♦ • • • • ♦ • ♦ • ♦ • • ♦ • • • ♦ • ♦ e • 

Written Work 

a / You bought a watoh lest m ntb and now it's just gone wrong. 

Wri te a le~ter to the shop you bought it from. 

b/ You W8nt to a party laet t ght, had a talk with t he host eee 

and were rude to her. 

Write a l e tter apologizins . 

o/ You loet your te:tpor w1th :your friend l".st night. 

Wrtte e not e of a pology • 

. ;. 
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4. .E.r:.Hrns::;nrG ,-:n::i 1rnAcrrr::r. TO ornnmrn 

· · Many conversati.onal op1mjngs require a reply expreHsing 

an opinion about on e •s lik ea nnct rlislikeo, prefflrt,nces, c1ppro vr,1 

or disc1p ;,rov:1l. 

J,ik eo 

\"✓lu~t rlo you think of Ann? - Oh, T'm very foni! of Ann. She ' s 

so kir c! . 

Do you play t enni.s ? - Yeo, I'm rather keen on te rmie. Keeps 

me fit you kno1·,. 

Ho·.v did you Hk e U:P. play ? - Oh , I liked· it very much. 

Here Rre ~rnme mor~ 0rwnt n 11 expr,-, irn ion :J : 

ln my o pin1 on/ v1~w 

In (John' s) opinion/view 

1 ţ, SP',1!'.S to ITl" 1. i'H.l t • •·• 

('rlrn i r) v1ew is thnt. 

To ( D:in'o ) mincl 

The poin t 1::i ••• 

Aa I _see it ••• 

Al] things conRidered, I mus t ~ny that ••· 

I 1 d likc to sn,y thP.t I th1nk • •• 

Uin li 1rns 

Shall we buy some or~nges? - Well, I 'm n ot very keen on 

orRn g ea a s a matter of fact. 

I am no t very k~en on ruguy, are you? 

I don't c~re much for th e circus ( " Care for" ia g 0 nerAlly 

he~rd in ~hP negative). 

./. 
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How did y ou like t he film? - I liked the film, but 

I didn 't like the ma in . ac~ress. 

CCten, although Hnglishmen do not really like somet hing they 

do noli wish to appear i mpoli te by being t oo c:ri.tical. The i'ol­

lowing exprc~sion s can be used 

Is she a good a ctress ? Oh , not bad. 

V/hat was the play Jike ? - Well, _;_ t ·.-:a s n't too ba d, I sup pose. 

Did you enjoy the exbibition? - Oh, it wos quite nice, if 

you li ke the t sort of painting . 

Approval 

That's a nic:e house, isu't i t ? 

Thank you for the technicul dictionary you lent us. I t was 

really very useful. 

~1a t was a nice party, wasn't it? 

I 've bonght r.iilce a 11ew coa t for his birthday. - 'l'hat will be 

a ni ce s uprise for him, won't i t? 

We had a very pl easa nt weekend in t he country-side. 

Disapprova l 

As wi t h dislikes , a nec ative expresHion i s often preferred 

to expres:3 disapproval. 

The n ew hospital is quite spacious, but it isn't muoh to 

look at, I'm afraid. 

Th e play wa s not bad but the company was rather poor. 

This hns been rather a bad year fo r fruit, I'm afraid. 

We ilidn' t huve very •1ioe weather on the whole. 

I ., . 
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A Converaation 

Newsreader : The big question being asked all over the world is : 

James 

Margare i~ 

James ) 

Margaret 

Mark 

Margaret 

Deirdre 

Will the Viking space mission demonstrate that life 

exiats, once existed, or could exist on Mara? The 

samples of soil now being analysed should, in the 

opinion of scientista, provide us with the answer. 

And one forme. Yes ••• er ••• Let's turn this down, 

shall we? You know I think ••• er ••• I think the 

excitement of spa ce research ia nlready - wha t ohall 

I say - a thing of the past. Mm ••• you reme.mter 

Mark,the time we sat up a l l night to see the first 

man land on the ••• 

Yes but •• • 

on the moon? 

now ••• would we ? 

Not many of ua would do that 

: True, J ames. But there's quite a difference, isn't 

there, between a man and a maohine . 

: I chould hope so. That •s the whole ••• 

There•J be more inter~st - at least this is my way 

of looking at it - if it were a man up there ••• up 

thoro 01'1 Mal"t:i ••• anti n.o't Juat a mac111ne . 

: No ••• no ••• I think it goes further than that •• • a 

lot further. In my view it's not jus t that people 

are losing interest ••• getting used to what ••• 

well o•• what once seemed impossible and wonderful ••• 

./. 

(from "Research" in Over to you 

Roy Boardman, 1979, p. 26) 
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1. Work in paira and take t1.a .ia at reading the requeat for 

opiniona, and offering brie! opinions using the above 

phrases„ 

a/ A : What•e your opinion - will TV eventually mean the death 

of the . cineme? 

B Well I'm inclined t o t hir.k that 

b/ B : You know I t hink that y oung people of today are 

nappier than their parents were at the same age. 

A I feel that • . ••.•. • .•.. . • . • •• . .•.•.............. • • • 

• 
c/ A Do you think that a lot of sport should be practised 

in achools? 

B To my mind •• •• • • IJ ••••• o • •••••••••••••••••••• • • • •••• 

d/ B : There•s no doubt t hat modern man overea~s. 

A It eeems to · me that ............................... 
When you read a book in English , should you look up 

every unfamilier word in the dictionary, do you think? 

A I In my opinion • e oogoo ■ e o goe•• ••·••·• •• ·••·••••• ••••• 

t/ A Wbat's your opinion or emoking? 

2 „ Aek queeitions about som one • e preferencea regarding the 

f ollowing, and give anawere . Make clear in your queetion 

whother you mean an immediate or general preferenoe, e.g. 

shall we go hy air or by train? {immediate). Do you prefer 

travelling by air or by train? (general). 

a/ seaside or mountains 

b/ jazz or· classica l muaio 
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o/ go by train or by s ea 

d/ watch TV orgo to the cinema 

e/ live in aflat or a country cottage 

3. Anewer the following ueing expreaeiona of 1/ approval, 

2/ dieapproval, 3/enthueiastio approval 

a/ What wae your journey to Italy like ? 

b/ What about the hotele there ? 

o/ What 0 s t he climate like there ? 

d/ Did you anjoy your atay i n t he mountains ? 

0/ I hear you•ve just been to t he Delta 9 Ie 1t worth a vil:fit 

4. One student oeka anoth0r whether h~ l ike e the following 1 

a/ modern muaio 

b/ modern playe 

o/ eun-bathinB 

d/ water ·akiing 

e/ atudyi ng Engliah . 
f/ mountairi acenery 

g/ reading 

&/ 0xame 

f/ washing up 

g/ watching TV 

h/ faahion 

5. Written Work 

? 

a/ Your teacher hae been a aked t o write a oonfidential report 

giving hia opinion on your charaoter and work. 

b/· Find a topic thot ie in the newe today. Writ0 your 

opinicna about it o 
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5. EXPRESSING :JYilPATHY AND CONSOLATIOH 

A. Here are some of t he mor e common expreesi one or 

sympathy s 

What 's wrong ? - Oh, 1t 1 a nothi ng rea lly. 

My ruo t her'e 1n hoapital you know. - Oh, I am eorry to hear that. 

What•a the matter? - I 'm j ust not fe eling too well. 

Ii poured with r a i n al l the t ima we were in Bra şov . - How awful I 

Look at my new coat . I t 0 s ruin5d . - Oh , what a s hame. 

l ' m afreid I can only s tay thr ea daye . Oh, what a pit y • 

I mi ased the bus , so we were la te for the t heat r e. . How annoying. 

I ' m so a9rry to hear tha t your brother haa been unwel l. 

D. Expreesi ons of conaollit i on , 

Ji m a fra i d 1 ' 111 e. lit t le late.-Oh, that doe eu 't metter. 

Oh, dear, I' ve f orgot'ten 01y umbrella.-Well, never mind. 

I don 1t t hi nk i t will rain . 

It waa s o s li ppary that we couldn' t g et back till a f ter mi,dnight • 

Wol l , it migh t have been worse. At least you got home aat'ely. 

I cU.dn ° ~ 111~r1ag0 to ge t a tick1c: , f or toa,orrow • s concert. - Olh, 

bad luok . 

l ' m a f rsid r• vo madg a me s o o f you r cle~n table-c l oth. - Oh, 

that doeen•t m&tt~r~ 

Oh 8 d~ar. I can°t f i nd 111y glaa aea. - Don't worr y . They•re rou nd 

to t ur n up aoon. 

(Cons ol i ng oneae l f ) Oh dear, I' ve l out her sddr ess I well 0 

never mind, I expeot lt 1 3 1n the phone-book. 
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A Convi:lraation 

Ann 

Mary 

Ann 

Hello .Ann ! 

He llo Mary l 

Did you find the clinic where I sent you ? ' 

Oh, yea, I foun J it all r ightp t hanks to your 

diractions, but the doctor I was eupposed to aee 

warm't there. Tbey told me he'd gone on a t hr ee 

daya• hoU day • . 

Mar: How annoying. Thut waa too bad, waan• t it? Well , 

ne ver mind , I suppose you ca n watt fo r him to c ome 

back, can't you Y 

Of oourse, I can. Y.'h,i t about y ? Ann 

Marry ','lell, 86 a matter of fact, I had aome rather bad newa 

today. I got a c>trd from nty brother. Jle' s be en unwell 

. lately. He h1:1d some trouble With hia live:r . 

Ann Oh , ·1 1 m sorry io hear tnat. By t he way, <l 1d you read 

about tl1,lt dre.:.dful hurr icane in India ? Fifty people 

injure,j. 

Mary How dre~dful.,. 

Pra otic e 

la An:iw~r w1 t11 ttxp.r cas,1 ono or eynipa t'hy' i 

a/ I have to leave tonighto 

b/ My fRther•a iţo t on awful coldo 

c/ We had naaty weathero 

d/ I couldn't sleep laat night, I had such an awful 

b·eadache. 

'e/ Her ·mother• a very 111. 
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f/ I elipped on the ice and fell down this morni~g. 

g/ I've loet my ,or key. 

h/ They•ve broken oft thair engagement. 

2. Anawer with expressione of coneolation 

a/ Someone pushea you 1n ihe bus and says "I'm sorry"• 

b/ Oh, dear, it 's snowing again. 

c/ ! 1 11 be late at the univereity. 

d/ I'm afraid I' ve loet her phone number. 

e/ We'll miss the train. 

f/ I oan•t find my door key anywhere. 

g/ Oh dear, we'll be late. 

h/ I'm sure I've failed my exam. 

3. Continue the oonvereation between Ann and Mary (they 

needn't go on being eympathetio I) Topic : the newa. 

Phrases : Have you been following •••? 

What'a the lateet news about •••? (eomething of topioal 

intereet· - an earthquake, a film-star'e vieit, eto). 

What•a happened to•• •• ? 

Have you read about •••? 

What do you think of ••• ? 

.;. 
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6„ EXPRE!:3S ÎNGSWU'RiS.t: 

Hero c1re s ome of the n:ore common ex::lame.tions for expresshig 

l:jurprise. Remember tha t such exclama tion:, tend tobe colloquial, 

and should be used with care . 

Look who's here! It's Peter. - I can hard ly believe my eye1:1/ I 

can hardly believe it. Just imaGinel She's getting married for 

tlle thir(t time 

I hear they 1re goin; to the moon next ~~iday. 

Go od ht.:avenJ, v1l1ii t I s the ţj_,ne 9 

A Conver~otion 

l1eul 

Dan 

Dan 

Paul 

Dnn 

raul 

Dan 

Dan 

••• D„m ! I can h:i r..tly li<J] iev<J l t I 

Paul ! ':tell, I'll be hloHcd ! 

· rt muot be all of ~ •• l-101·1 mcmy yeoru ? 

Fiv ,: ••• n,j •• t, ix;~unld you helieve 1 t 

Ann here 1·,e nre ill Clu,i. ' .. 1h ..1 t a coincidence 

Ul1L1t ~it·(J _you doin;_; herc '• On holidny ? 

No ••• J go~h h e re no~. Teacher ••• at a Colleee ••• 

\'/hat ::ibou.t y ou ? 

Oh, I came huro on business. 

So you're just over for the ••• 

••• for the day •• " tl1at 1 s it~ 

Lool< ••• let' s have a <lrinlc. There I s a snack -bar vu::;t 

over there. 

Paul I Right you ere. L~t •c go. 

They enter the enack-bar~ 

Paul 1 1 11 have some beer. '!lhat'll you have ? 

.;. 
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Paul 

Dan 

Paul 

Dan 

Practice 
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lim ~ ~ o a cup of tea. 

Only tea ? Oh, come on • •• have eomething stronger. 

No ••a just tea. Doctor's orders, you ~now. 

Really? That does surpriee me. You were never one 

to take notice ••• 

Don•t forget I'm an elderly man now. 

1. Here are some people talking about thinge which surprise you. 

Work in pairs. 

Student A Reed i.l ie eentence alo ud • . 

Student B Respund with an expresa ion of eurpriee and 

add aome comment if appropriate. Then discues 

the si t uational implications of the exchange 

by anawering the quest ion. 

a/ A 

)3 

b/ B 

A 

o/ A 

B 

d/ B 

A 

Peter' a just bcen promoted to manager. 

•• Q ••••••••••••••••• • ••• •• • ••••••••••• 

\'1.tat does B think of Peter ? 

Look ••• Bill's dancing with Ruth I 

····••OC11••·•···• Cl•8e e••••••··••• · •· 

What doee Bill think about it? 

They tel1 me you 0 ve won the gold medal. 

•••oooa e o •o•ooooo••oo• •••••••••••• ••••• 

Did B think bis chancee were good? 

Mary's deoided togo on a diet. 

................... ... .. .. .. ... 
What ie B' s cpinion of Mary? 

.;. 
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2o WJ.iat oxclam:.,tions mir;ht you utter · in the foJ lowinr, 

eitua tions? 

a/ You nre very surprhi cd to see someone . 

b/ You didn't re a lize it was s o l a te. 

c/ You a:cc r::l t a rtled by tlle length and l ' 11] our of <' yo1rn~ 

girl's fi nger-nails. 

d/ You arc t oJ.d that a mcn has bad five ca r accidents. 

e/ You he6r ~ deofenjng noise. 

3„ Y/ritt en \'fork 

l,iuhu Ui, a :;],ort di u lo :_;uc <..8 t 1·,,~() f1 yc,n Rnd [1 ft old ,; c .p,ia:i.nt ct uc ,i 

of y our:.; JOU l":a1,1••Jn. e,l l,o r,,ce t in tlrn :3 trri c' t • 

. / . 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://lingv.ro



- 37 -

7. REQUESTS 

The most popula r form of making a polite request is the 

'please' form. Thus you can say , 

Give me tha t book, please. 

o~ May I hava that book, please? 

or Will you give me that book, please? 

Still more poli te waya_of sayinii t i, e same are 

Would you give me t ha t book, please ? 

or \'/oul.d you mind giving me tha t book? 

Here a re some other forms of po:;..ite r equests 

A. For help 

\Vou:).d you do me a f a vour ? ~ell, thnt depe nds wha t it ie. 

I wondor if you could help me move th ~t desk? - Oh, d' you think 

Wf; can niannce it? It l ooks rathor heavy. 

~ould you come and he l p me buy a ne w coat? 

haven't got time just now. 

I'm afr a id I 

Could you sps re ~ea few minutes ? - I'm sorry, but I'm reelly 

very busy j us t now. 

B. For information 

Could you tel1 me the tirne , please? - Let me see. I make it 

about twenty-five to aeven. 

I wonder if you could t el1 me what time the shops close here? 

- I'm sorry, but I don't know • 

. ;. 
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Exouse me, could you tel1 me the way to the Intercontinental 

Hotel? - Yee, it'a not far from here. Go atraight down hero, 

and take the firet turning _to your right. 

(To eomeone you know well) . How do I get to the s t at ion f ro111 

here? - I ehould take a number 76 , I think . 

How does one unlock this door? - Try turning t he k~y the other 

way. 

C. For parmissiou 

Do you mind if I smoke? - No, of course not. 

V/ould you min<l if l opened tli e wind ow? - No, plea se do. 

May I come a li ttle later? Ye s, t hat will be quit e all right. 

D. Askinc to borrow 

a ) InformGl 

Can/rr:i.v /could I borrow your tape record or '? -(} YP.s, ot' 

cour ~1c/yes, sure; b) ~'iorry, i t ' :c; not workinc;. 

Coul11/would you l end me your dictionary ? - a) Yes, o.f 

coura ,/help yourself/wit n pleasure; b) Sorry, I'm u::iing it 

my self. 

b) For r1:i l 

Would you mind l!:!nding me your tape rcc order/would you mind 

if I borrowed your tape recorder? - a ) No, please do/ Not 

at all / Of couree not; b) I' m af:t•aid i t I s not working/ I' m 

awfully eorry but it's not working . 

Do you think I could poesibly borrow your dictionary? 

a) Yes, of courae/yea, sure (Here ~t ia ) . b) Sorry, I ' m 

uaing it myaelf. 

.;. 
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A Conversation 

Liza 

Mary 

Liza 

Mary 

I wonder if you could tel1 me howto get to the 

Village Musflum. 

Oh, yes, that•s not very far from here. You oan take a 

number 31 bus and aak the driver to put you off at the 

Triumphal Aroh. It'a ten minutea' ride from here. 

Thank you very ~uch. 

It'a a pleasura. 

Liza geta off the bus and asks a woman standing nearby : 

Liza Excuse me, could you tel1 me howto get to the 

Villaee Museum? 

\Voman Let mo see - go st r aigh t along this road, t ake the first 

turnin~ to you"(' right and you '11 see the Vi llnge l4useum 

in front of you . It's about ten minutes' walk from bere. 

Liza Thauk you very much. 

goman I That's all right. 

He: quo s ts for 1'\trthcr Information 

A. At t he Box-Office. 

Cus tomer I'd like two seata in the Dresa Circle for 

ncxt Saturday, pleaae. 

Bookj_ng-clerk: Matinee or ovening? 

Customer 1 Oh, • •• evening. 

Dooking-clerks I'm afraid we haven't got any eeata left in 

the Dresa Circle, only Sţalls, Row M. 

Cuatomer Are they at the baok? 

.;. 
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Yea, they're all we have left/ that'a all 

I've got. 

All right, I'll take thoae/them, thank you. 

B, At the Inquiry-Office (Inf'ormation Bureau) 

Pasaene,er : Coul<l you tel1 me which platform the Cluj train 

leaves ~rom?/ Sorry to bother you, bu t which 

platf'orm does the ~luj train p.o ~rom? 

Clerk 

l'Asaenger 

Clerk 

Clerk 

Pasaeneer 

Pl11tf'orm f'ive. 

Excuae me. Is there a dining ca~ on the train? 

Yes. 

How lonP ~oea it tAke to ge t to Cluj, please? 

I think somethine like B houra. 

'.l'hank ;voti. 

C. At the Bookinp-Of:fi.ce 

Customer 

Booldnp:-clerk 

C 

c. 
B.Cl. 

,Excuse me, wher·e 'Gan I book. _a ticket -for _the 

Cluj trai.n ? 

'rhe second window to your r.i.ght . You'll eee 

it written up. 

(to the booking-clerk) Coul~ ;vou give me an 

early morninp: treln to Cluj tomorrow'( 

How many ticketa ? 

Two, please. 

Just a minute. Let me see • •• Well, I can l et 

;vou have two tickets but in dif~erent 

carriages. Will that suit you? 
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c. , I'm afraid not. ~ee if you oan find two tickete in a 

non-smoker for the aay after tomorrow. 

B,01. Yee, wa bave eome tiokete left 1n a f1rst-olase sleeper. 

o. I ehan•t have to ohange, ehall I? 

B.01. , No, it'e a through train with eleeping-car accommodations. 

c. Can I travel firet-class on the train? 

B,Ol. Well , it'e booked up for the day after tomorrow. 

o. I see. Then I'd like an upper ana a lower berth in a 

firet-class sleeper. 

Hero you are. 

Go1ng 1n a Taxi to the Railway Station 

A. Hcy , t axi 

Driver 1 \'lb. ere to, sir ? 

A. North Station. 

D. Rigbt oh. 

A. 

( Thc drive r puts t he sultcasea into t he boot and helps A 

iusido ). 

( in the car ) Driver, l'vo got t o catch the e1x-th1rty 

tt ruin). I etill have fift oon miw1teo. Do you thlnk I'll 

make it' ? 

D. 1 Don•t _worry . We 'll be there in time for you to catch t he trs:t.n. 

A. Oouldn 't you take a route wi:thout much traffio? Unfortu­

nately, it'e the rush-hour now. I•m · arraid we 'll be held 

up by the traffio lighte. Er ••• Oouldn't you drive !aster? 

I can •t exceed the speed !imit, but we'll make . it, I'm 

D. 

sure •••• 

Here · we are, How muchie it? 

Cda. 15/1984 Fasc. J 

.;. 
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Booking a Room ,et thP. Hotel by Phone. 

Receptionist 

A . 

A. 

R. 

R. 

A. 

H. 

A. 

Practice 

~eceptionl Cen I help you? 

I'd like to make a reeervation, for the weekend 

o-r 15th A.1arch. Full board. 

Thet would be .l.''riday, SAturday and Sunday. A 

double room? 

Yee, please. 

With or without bath? 

Wi tll if you can. 

J es, l think that'a posalbl~. So that'e a double 

roo111 _ _y1i th ·beth f'or the weekend o'f' 15th MArch. 

Name • • • '/ 

Andrew ••• B. 

We look f'orv1Ard to eeeinB you, Sir 

Thank ;vou. Goodhye. 

1. Eac~ of' t he aituationa ' below requiree you to requeet~ 

Take turna nt f'ormulatin~ the r~queet end at reacting 

appropriately. 

a/ You are taU:inp; with a f'ri.end and want to light a cigerette, 

but you have left your lighter at home. 

t>/ Dur tnp, a wrttten exercise in clase you need to consult the 

only dictionAr;v in the ro_om, which your neighbour hae on his 

desk. 

c/ You want the woman eitting by the window to open it. 

d/ In a ref'erence library, an old man ei tting oppoPt ta you ie 

reading hie book aloud. You want him to read eilently so that 

you can concentrate on your studiee • 

• . I • 
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2. Make requests by completing the following 

a/ I wonder if •••• 

b/ Would you mind ••• 

.... o/ Excuae me, but 

d/ Could you ••• 

e/ Do you mind •••• 

t/ I'd like •••• 

g/ M~y I••• 

h/ v; ould you ... 
3. Work in pairs. 

Student A : Seek inforir.a tion or reques t confirm&tion by 

forruulating a question bn s ed on the cue. 

Student B : Give your partner precise directions. 

a/ You are at the llirport and want to get to the Intercontinental 

Hotel; 

b/ You want to lr.now whether you can eet from the railway atation 

to the Palaoe Hall without ohunging busee. 

o/ You think the 37 bus will tnke you to the Atheneum, but you 

are not sure. Ask tor confirmation. 

d/ You are noar the National Bank and want togo the the 

Opera House. 

4.· One student aaks the we.y to some familiar place. Another 

student explaina the way. Remember to -use the imperatlve when 

explaining. Go down1hia street ••• turn left ••• Other phrases s 

Crose the road at the traffic 'light ••• Take a number 31 bus.• .• 

Get off at the next stop••• It'a on the opposite side of the 

road. 
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5. Role-playing. 

The Tourist Inf'ormRtion Bureau 

Work in groupe of five. 

When you ha.va completed the exercise, take the role of Student 

A in turna and invent more tourist enquiriea. 

Student A 

Student ~ 

Student ~ 

Role , You work in a Tourist Information Bureau. 

Varioua people will come and aak you questions. 

Give them the a.dvice wid directions that they 

need. 

Role, You are a touriat at a Tourist Information 

Bureuu in liuci1arest. You want inforruation on art 

galleries in ~uchareat. 

You have often .heurd of the Village l4useUJll but 

he.ve no idea whcre it ia. Ask for infornntion. 

Yo u 1:1re r e turnin[; to your own ~ountry in two 

tlnyo' tlme tmd wish to buy some presenta in 

Bucha rest's shops. Ask for information. 

6. · Role Playinc; 

Imagine you are talking to a booking-clerk at a theatre. 

Aak him 
.• 

a/ if there are any s eats left for tonight'a performance. 

b/ if he's got anything nearer the stage than the 5th row. 

Then aak him 

o/ for two aeate in the 3rd row of the atalls for the 2ot~ 

d/ for three aeats in a box for Saturday the 15t~ 

Imagine then you are talking to a railway official. 
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A■k hill queationa like the following 1 

•I Wh•r• clo•• the Jaaay train go from ? 

b/ Do I have to ohange for Jaaay ? 

o/ Ho• long dOH 1t take to get to Jaaey ? 

4/ I• there a clining car on the train .? 

7. Wri Uen lork 

a/ 'Irit• a letter to a friend who owna a· oountry oottage, 

aek him if you oan apend a weekend with aome of your 

trienda there. Then deliver 1t~ 

b/ aead the letter you have got and reply to it • 

. ;. 
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8. lliVITATIOBS 

Kost spoken invitatione begin with will, ~• would you 
' .-

like to, would you care to 1 ·eto. 

Politely refusing an invitation is more difficult to perform 

with oourtesy. Expressions such as •r•m afraid" or "I'm sorry" 

as well as eome explanation for your refusal are often deeirable. 

Informal Invitations 

How about •••? 

• Oould- you come to•••? 

Acoepting 

Yes, I'd like to. 

Xes, with pleasure. 

Refusing 

Ho, tbanks. 

I wish I oould 
but ••• 

Won't you come 1n •••? 1 Thank yo~. Sorry, I oan•t ••• 

iormal Invitations 

Would ·you like to ? · Yea, I ~ould. Tbank you, 

Would you care to•••? 

I wonder ·whether you 
would oare to•••? 

Thank you. · -' . 
Xes, I'd love to. 
1.rhank you very L,uch~ 

That wou).d be 
lovel~. ~hank ~ou. 

I'd love to 
but I'm afraid 
I oan•t. 

That's very kind. 

o~ you. Yt 
l'm afraid .... 

Will you join us for •• • ? Xes, with pleasure. i 'bank you, but 
l'm afraid ••• 

Would ·you be f ree 
to come to ••• ? 

Oh, l'd love to. Thanlc you for 
Thank -you very much. asking me, but 

l'ru eorry I 

eban' t be free 
on .~. 
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li otice that some expl&nation for your refueal is often desirable • 

Would you like to come to my place tomorrow? - I'd love to but 

you see the peo~le I 1m sta7lng with are t~king me out for the day. 

·Wili you . join us for supper? - If yo~ don•t ~ind, l'd rather 

not. I've got a bit of a headaohe. 

Would you be free to come . to the dn~ina cn Friday evening? - Thank 

you, but I'm afraid I've arrau~ed to go _out ~hen. 

There .are aleo oertain remarks le&din~ up to sn invitation s 

What are 1ou doing next Sunday? - Well, let me eee ••• 

I eay, what are you doing .on Saturdal? 

far as I kiiow. 

Nothing special, as 

Are · you doi·ng anything next Monday afternoon ? 

think so. 

Conversation I - Aooepting an Invitation 

At a ·Tea-pa;rty. 

- No, I don't 

Liza a Good ·afternoon. It waa very kind of you 'to invite me. 

Hostess a . Oh, I'm so glad you could come along today. We were 

hop1ng to 888 you l~st tim8. 

L~z·a a I've been very busy witb my atudiea, that•s why I 

· oouldn't come before. 

Hoateas a ,would you like a oup of tee.? 

Liza 

.Diâna 

: Yes, please. 

Oh, Liza, I haven•t ae8ri you for ages. \Yhere have you 

been? 

Liza -a • Oh, I've been too busy for muoh social life. 

Diana I Of oourser but you mustn't work too hard·. All work and. 

./. 
https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://lingv.ro



no play, you know 

\"teek-ends ? 

- 48 -

\'lhat do you do with yourself at 

Liza I u·sually stay at home and study. 

Diana : • Oh, comei You can't do that all the time. You ahould 

get out of tov.n now and again. Would you like to come 

and have tea with us next Sunday afternoon? 

Liza : Yes, 1 1d like to. îhank you very much. 

' Two hours later. 

Diana I 'm so t;lad to have '?lat you, r-md I look f .orw11rd to 

aeeini; you next Sunday a fternoon at fi ve o I clock. Good-blC' 

Liza · t Good-bye, and thank _you for the invitation. 

Consersation II - Politely Ucfu ::1 ing an Invitation 

Jary 

!dise Brown 

:,1ary 

I,iiss Brovm 

Uc.i•y 

Misa Jkown 

f.'ia r:,• 

.l\iiss brown 

Mary 

Miss Brown 

Mary 

Miss Brown 

Hello l,l is:-3 Brown. 

Hello. 

I w:inted to a sk you , 1·1he ·ther ·you would like to 

come out to lunch with me some duy. 

Yes, I'd love to. ':.' hank you very much. 

How about tomorrow? 

Thonk you but I'm f.lfraid J. shs.n't be free tomorrov.. 

\'/hat abo:1t sa·turdAy t hen ? 

Just a minute. Let me see. Saturday would be fine • 

Good. Let' s meet in front of the Atheneum, ehall 

we 'l 

What time ? 

Would eleven thirty be all right? 

YeR, that will be fine. 

.;. 
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Practice 

1.. Read the !ollowing invitationa and politely refuse them. 

a/ Would you like to coine for a picnic on Saturday? 

b/ We're having a party on Sunday. Could you come ? 

o/ C:ould you come to the · c1nema next Saturday ? 

d/ Can you come to lunoh with us one day next week ? 

2. Inventa oonversation Qetween Mary and Miss Brown over the lunch 

table. 

3. Take turns to read the offer and to accept or refuse. Notice 

that a refusal 1s· uaually aoeompAnied. by al•l!ason • 
• i x a m p 1 e a 

Offer A a Viould you like to come to t he theatre this evening? 

Acoeptanoe B: Yes, I'd 11ke to very much. 

Re:tu.sal lh Thank you, but I 'm afraid I'.ve arranged to e;o to 

a party tonight. 

a/ A a Will you join ua for sup~er? 

B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
b/ B May I offer you a whisky · ? 

A • • • • • . • . • . • • • . • 
c/ A îiould you oare to come for aride in the country? 

B • • .. . • . • • • • • • . • • . • . • • . • • • • 

d/ B l Would you oare to have supper at the Intercontinental 

tonight ? 

A • . .. • • . • • • • • • • . • • . • • • • • • • • 

e/ A • a Would you like to go to the Zoo tomorrow ? 

B • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

.;. 
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4. Writ ten Work 

Make up ·two-lines di.:lo6ues with invitat1oris, and re:t:usals 

OI' o.cct:ptances, betwe en a otudent and the following : 

a/ Brother - Acctipt 

b/ . Ue i ghb.our - Refuse 

c/ Parents I friend - Ac·cept 

d/ Landl ady - Refuse 
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9e TROUBLE 

A. Apologiea for oausin~ troub;e, and answers 

I'm sorry to cauae you all this trouble. - It's no trouble at 

allt really. 

I'm sorry tobe such a lot of trouble. - Nonaense, you•re no 

trouble .at all. • 

I'm afraid I'v'e been rather a nuieanoe • . - Notat all. 

I hOpe I'm n?t disturbing you. - Not nt all. Do come in. 

Sorry t~ hava bothered you with all the_se ques tions. - That• a 

quite all risht. 

B·. Phra sea to use when you do not 1"1sh to put people to troublt. 

Let .me help you with that suit case. - Oh no, please don't 

b1·_,...her. I can manage all r l ght, thunk you. , 

Let me get you . a porter. 

thankc. 

No, that 1 3 all right. I can manage, 

Let me show yol.\ the way. - Ilo, i t' a q_ui te al) r.i tlht • 

I'll ftnd my way all right, thanks. 

I'll come and f etch you !rom the airport. Tha.nk you, but 

there•s really no need to. Ioan easily oatoh a bus. 

What are you go1ng to do, Peter, while we•re. away? 

bother about me. I'll look after myself all right. 

I'll drive you home. - Oh, no, please don•t bothP-r. 

You may also h'ear the following expreesions I 

I dont•t want t _o upset your plana in any way. 
be doing that. 

Pleaee don•t . 

Oh, you :won't 

I don•t wnnt to put you to.any inoonvenience. ~ It won't be 
any trouble at all.-

.;. 
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A Convereation 

Mary ie. meeting Ann at the eta~ion. 

Mary Hello Ann. ~ioe to .see you again. 

Ann Hello Mary. You I re looking very well •· 

Mary a Let me help you with thoee bage. 

Ann a Oh, no, pleaae don•t bother. - Ioan manage all right. 

Ma I Wel!, we 1re going to my place now. I hopa lwioh ie ready 

by the time we arrive. 

Ann Oh, you needn't have bothered. - I had eome eandwiches 

on. the train. 

JlarY. a By the way, wha~ would you like to <10 while you•r• here? 

1 111 be glaa to show you around. 

Ann a Please, don't bother about me. I can manage very well 

on my own. 

Mary I Nonaenee. I'm looking forward ,}~ .~huwing you the · 
. I 

mou.nta:1,ne, or maybe the ·seaeide too • 

Ann a Well, ~hat will be f1ne. 
{Adapted) 

Prttctice 

1. Studente take the parte of Mary•a Mother and Ann on the 

latter•~ arrival at Mary'e place. Phraeee a 

Mother I How nioe to eee you again. 

You must oe tireC1 after the jour~ey. 

How long did 1.:t take? 

Were there many people on the ~rain? 

I do hope 1ou111 enjoy Your etay bere. 

I expect ·you 1 <1 like to have a ehower. 

· 1 1m sure you •~at ba very hungry • 

. ;. 
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Ann , .What a nice house you have ! 

It was very kind of Mary to come and maet me. 

I'm afraid I'm giving you a lot of trouble. 

(Answer , Not at an. l'/e're delig:ti.ted to have you). 

2. Answer the following with don't bother, there's no need, eto ••• 

a/ Would you like me to book you a hotel? 

b/ 1'11 oall a taxi for yo~. 

c/ You must spend your week-end with us. 

d/ Ioan drţve you home. 

3. Give suitable sna,:ers to the following a 

a/ I don•t want to ~ut you to · ~ny 1nconven1ence. 

b/ Please don I t change :,rour ple.ns for the holidays for ua • 

o/ Please don't bother about showing me the way. 

d/ Sorry to bother you wi th all these ques.tions. 

e( I'm afraid I'm being rather a nuisance. 

4. M:P.ke apologies and replies to them for the1:1e situatione 

a/ You hava been asking so~eone for a lot of information, 

b/ You enter an office where two people are talking
1 

o/ Someone has spent a lot of time helping you find your 

way around Bucharest. 
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There are e. ~raat numb~r of questions that are useful for 

starting up a conversation in Euelish. Often, instead of a question• 

a well-chosen remark may start a oonversation. 

Conversa tional Openings 1 

A. Questions 

Here are seme of t:i.e more coltlllon 11atterns, to6ether with 

appropriate ans1·!ara. Remember that questions that can be anaw-ered 

by Ycs or. 1-,o .end wi th a risin.; intonntion, while those that 

cannot, enj i': i th a falling intonation. 

How d'you like •••? 

How did you lik_e London ? - H ~:as great fun. 

How d'you like · your new. job ? • . I find it very inte1·es·ting. • 

How d ' you 11ke _o:ur .new flat ? I .. 11ke i t very much. 

What d' you t hink of? 

What did you t hink of the .concert lest niGht? I enjoyed 1t . 

very much . 

\Vhat d 1you think of this 1·:oaţher ? - It's very ,nice' ian' t it'? 

\'/hat d 1you think of Bucharest? - I think it'a a ver~ attrao-

tive city. 

What' s 1t like ? 

What' s En61and like in s,ring ? - Very nio'e, if 1 t doesn •t. 

rain too much. 

\Yhat' s Oxford like? - It's a pretty little university 

tovm. 

I' hear you 1ve just come baok from India~ What•s it like 

over there? - Well, 1:t 1 e a very intereating cou.ntry. · 

.;. 
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Some other common patterns 
• 

Wh.ere are you going for _the New Year I s Eve ? - I expect we 111 

stey at home. 

Are you interested in swi1111ning ? - Yes, I am. as a matter of 

tact. Do you swim? 

Are people interested in sk11ng 1n Romania? - Yes, 1t 1 s 

becoming quite popular. 

How did you _oome? - By air. By _car. By ·train. By bus. On foot. 1 

,that kind of climate does your oountry have ? - Fairly mild, 

on thc whole. 

How did you spend your holiday? - We went to -the mountainse 

V/hen do you start your va cation ? - \1ell, 1 t all de:pends • . 

Ia football popular in Greece? Mo, not very. 

D'you like Italian filma? - Y6s~ though I prefer British 

ones. 

D'you play volley ball ? - \'lell, I've ployed ·a bit, you know. 

Are you staying long? .- About tlJree weeks e.ltoi;ether. 

Hr.ve you seen the nev, filmat the Scala? - lfo, I'm afraid 

I haven•t. 

D'you think we'll have a good summer this year? - Well, 

that•s rather a difficult question. 

Dbn't you think that•s an interesting pi_cture ? .- Yes, it ia, 

is1,' t it ? · 

Did you go to England last .year? - No, I .didn't as a matter 

of tact. 

Wha-t par~ of the country d'you come from ? - I'm from 

Jrfo~davia, in the Eaet of Romania • 

.. ;. 
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A Conversation 

Dan 

Mr. Brown 

Dan 

Mr. Br ovm 

Dan 

:hlr. Brown 

Dan 

Mr . Dr own 

Dsn 

Mr ; Brorm 

Dan 

r.ir. Brown 

What d'you think of Bucharest? 

Well, it's a very attraotive oity9 isn't it? 

Yes, 1 t is. ';/hat I a Manchester lik_e .? 

Oh, it's much small~r of course, 

1 And how d 1you like the Romanian food? 

Excellent - By the way, may I ask you something? 

\That I s the National ~rt Gallery like ? D'you think 

I ought -togo there? 

Y{ell, there are lots of great pointings there • 
~ . 

1 Are people intere~ ted in modern art bere? 

Very much. By tho way, d'you like ola"l □ical mus1o? 

Oh, I'm very fond of classioal mueio. How about you? 

I was wondering if you 'd · care to come to a oonce1·t 

with _me one evenine? 

Thanlcs '\ That _v1ould be v~ry nioe. 

{Adapted) 

B. Remarks 

The r emarks which may start a conversation often begin ( O:L' end) 

with certain key verbs in the fir s t person : 

suppoee 

imagine . 

bear 

expeot 

I sup::;ioee you •ve aoen the new p l ay at the l atior.&l 

Theatre. 

It's pretty cold in Norway in the winter, I suppose. 

I imagine you have to work hard in a job like yours. 

You 111 be staying bere for the eummer holidays, 
I imagine. 

I hear you're going to Spain in the summer. 

Your mother's been in hospital for two months, I hear. 

I expect you 1 ve travelled through many countcies 
already. 

I ., . 
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bet I bet. you had a good time at the party last night. 

As can be .seen, these remarks are 1n many caees d1egu1eed 

queetions. ,-

Many such remarks will end with a question tag instead of 

starting with akey verbe .Note that t}.lese taga have the falling 

intonat ion. 

This ie a very oomfort\ ble armchair, ' isn't 1t? 

It's a lovely morning, -tsn't it? 

This isn•t a very fast train, ts it? 

You hava a very nioe sister, hav~n•t you? 

Thie w~nter•s been a bad one, .hasn't it? 

A Conversation 

Liza has just got off the trai n. Diana har sister ~eets her • . . 
. . . 

Diana • I ex!-,ect you I re glad to be baok a.gai-ri after· so long a 

·journey-. 

Liza I certainly am. I dou't think I'll be able togo through 

a journ~y like that again. 

Diana I No, I don't suppose you do. I imagine you•re fee-ling 

exhausted now. 

Li-za 

Diana 

\ . 
Liza 

Diana 

Lţza 

a . Of course I am. - By the way what•a the weather been 

like lately? 

r We•ve had good weather_ for the past week or so. I 

.suppose you had good weather too. 

Oh yes. ~ I .aay,· that•s a niee coat, isn't it ? 

1 Yes, it ·ia, I'm glad you 1ike it. I bought it ready-made. 

Shall we take a taxi or the bus ? 

Diana· 1 It makes no difference for me. 

. /. (Adapted ) . 
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Prac·tice 

Imagine you are Dan {See Conversation 1). Ţell someone 

else what you talked about with Mr. Brown. Suggested pattern r 

Well, firat of all we . talk,ed about Buoharest. 

Then I asked him what Manchester was like. 

He told me •• • Then we discusse4 

he said ••• 

••• In the end 

Uow do the same imaginirig you are Mr. Brown. 

I invited ••• and 

2. What other things ~uld Den tab Mr. Brown to eee and do in 

Bucharest? 
• 

3. Make remarks beginning or · ending with s I expect, I suppose, 

I imagine, I hear, I aee. 

Another student answera these remarks. 

4. Make remnrks ending with a question tag 

Another student anawers thec. 

5. Ima~ine you are tl,king Mx- . Brown round your home town. 

Point out places of interest, and tel1 him something about them. 

6. Pairs of studenta start a converaation ~~om gng af •h• r•markB 

in this chapter, avoiding direct questions where poesi_ble, using 

inetead remarke like thoee given above. 

- .. ooo OOO 000.-
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11. BXPRBSSDJG IIOODS ARD lllLDJGS 

A. Heeitation · 

Wben epeaking, people heeitate for a variety of reaeone suoh 

ae , embarrasement, unwillingneee tobe epeoifio, unwillingneee to 

anewer a queetion, making a deoieion, not knowing howto exprese a 

delicate personal -queetion, colleoting o.Re'e thoughta before 

speaJd.ns, eto. 

Bere are some useful hesitation devioee wbich give you time 

to -thi.nk, to· organiza your thoughte and decide howto exprese thear 

u •.. , er ••• , well1 actuallyJ you knowa the thing isJ how shall 
' I put it1 it_•s like thia1 in tact·, ayyy (lengthening a)I thee 

(lengtheni.ng the). · 

B. Bein& angry 

When Bngliahmen are angry they tend to uae exclamations like 

1iheee t 

Damnl Blas1il Oh, helll Bloody helll Good Lordl What a 

nuieancel 

Botioe howenr, that Bngliehmen usually don•t loee their 

teaper •~th someone. They tend to stay cool. One uaetul phraee 

ueed 1n such aituations ia "Take it eaeyl" 

o. Bnthueiasm · 

ijen are soma introductory phrasea expreaai.ng enthuaiaam t 

That•e wonderfull What a wondertul ideal How olever ot youl 

l've got •super-ideal I thi.nk it'd bea fantastic idea 

to••• 
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D. Aaauring and Reasauring 

-Whan you aaaure a pereon of aomething, you try to make him 

sure t hat what you aay ia a f aot. When you reaeeure him, you · 

try to restore ~i a oonf; de~oe . 

·Âasuring ' 

a/ . Oh ~~. I aaaure you I ehan• t bother you. 

b/ You 1o·ok at t he adverta. You 111 find aomethinp;. ' 

o/ I do watch the advert s. 

d/ - Seventy~eight I am, 

- Mm.~ ... you ' d nev~r t hink so• 

- · 'oh, yes, . I am: Ge ttinp; on for seventy-nine. 

e/ -No ••• · i \m sure the j don•t. 

-9h yes, they do, 

f / Got your own house. have you ?· 

Yes 2 Oh yes . 

g/ - Hope to see you again young man. 

- Oh , I 111 be bere again tomorrow, I asaure you. 
( 

Reaasuring 

a/ Come on you ••• Don ' t be afraid now • •• I ahan•t hurt you ••• 

b/ - Thi nk oi me~ • • at my age . Fifty-eight I am. 

- Wher e there•s l i fe t here 1s hope . 

o/ - Seventy-five I am. 

- You'd never think s o. 

4/ The doctor t old me to eat no mor e fried · food, whioh 

I love. 

I ehouldn't worry about that. 
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D. Avoiding Rudeneee 
} 

In certein ei tuatioii ,_,oople have to aek queetiona whioh 

migbt be coneidered rude unlees the questioner uees ·a very 

special polite tone of voice. 

a/ You are a smoker ••• of oourae? 

b/ Would you ~esoribe yourself ea being a heavy smoker? 

c/ You wouldn't 4eacr1be him ea a obain-emoker •••? 

d/ When and why - if that•s not aeking too much - did you begin 

to smoke? Oan you remember? 

•I . Now. •• llight I ask you 1! you h8"e ever tried to give up 
• 

smoking? 

!/ Do you ever emoke· at meal-timea? 

E. Enoouraging people to epeak. 

Here are aome waya in which the interviewer enoouragea the 

people to epea.k or to continue speaking. 

a/ A s One day I noticed that the TVeet waen•t working. 

B t so ••• what did you do about it? 

b/ A , Wbe~ the day came I deoided I just oouldn 1t do it. 

B , The exam you mean. 

A I Yee, of oourse. 

o/ A a 

B I 

One day I got a letter fro~ my oouain. 

7hat did it aay? 

A , It said that . he would arrive bere next Monday. 

d/ .A , On the wBy to the party I hoped there would be some 

familiar faces there. 

B , And were there eny people you knew? 

A a -Not very many. 

Cda. 15/1984 Fese. 4 
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e/ A r I put an advert in the paper. 

B r And what responee did you get? 

A r Nothing so far. 

f/ A I I very nearly buret out orying. 

B I Really? 

A I Yee , beoause Of bis being so rude to ■e. 

g/ A t I went out to buy a Prenoh diotionary. 
\ 

B I Tea, of oouree ••• you' re et\ldYi,nc Prenoh1 

A Yee, .I do 1t veryihol'oughly. Indeed I ••• 

Avoiding being misunderatood 

People often miaunderstand eaoh other when epealting, or are 

afraid they have been mieunderstood. 

Bere are eome illustrative examplee t 

a/ A I I'd be too erabarraeaed to aay anything. 

B I don•t mean there'a amr netd for YOU ţo take pafţ 111, 

tne disouseion. 

b/ A t Ina sense I feel it'e a kind of o,,.plillent that ••• 
B I Oomplimenţ ? 

' " t J)Q,n I 11 c• t ,.. V P'!CI 

o/ A t It'e part ot my job to lmow young people ••• •• tbe)< are. 

B I îleaet d2n'l mieunde.rstand IH• I only thOU8ht it 

d/ A t But look at the way · they drese ••• and tbeir hair 

B a Ypu haven't sot the poinţ I thipk, 

ottenaive. 

e/ A I So you approve of the kind of language you beard tro■ · 

Viot,or just now. 

B t Now I didn't eay that. 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://lingv.ro



- 6J -

t/ A 1 ·I do wish ·you had a teenage eon or daughter of your own. 

B I But I have more contact with thsm ••• 

A • I'm not implying that you have no. understanding of 

their problems, ••• 

Cauti.on 

Bere ar~ some of the more common expressions used on varioue 

oooaeiona t 

Look out? There~e a bus comi~f Watch outl Mindl Mind outt 

Mind your headl Mind the etepl Take care you don't oatoh 

coldl Mind you don't loee itl 

Dieguet and Blama 

What naety weatherl 

He llieeed the traine - Servea him right if you aek me. He's 

alwaye late. 

What an awful mesei <••!• of an untidy room). Really. I do 

think you oould be more caretul. 

What a dayt I don't think I've est down for three minutee on 

end einoe I got up thie morning. 

Pillers 

Englieh oonvereation ie full of. phraeea whioh sometimee have 

very little meaning, but people would have grea;t diffi.culty in 

oonducting a oonvereation wi thout the1si. They are eometimes ealled 

'fillers'. 

'fiere ie a liet of fillera 1 

a/ .!!.!!., Peter •••• you could work in a faotory. 

b/ 1 could ... yes ... that'e perfectly true. 
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o/ 

d/ 

You know 

Mind YOU 

. . . 

... 
I euggeet you look tor a emall flat of your own • 

I'm not promieing anything • 

e/ Why don•t we go together? I mean I lmow the director/manager. 

f/ Thanlce Dan. I!!••• that'e -the beat way, 

g/ I mean •••••• 

A Oonvereation 

Mary meeta Ann in the etreet. 

Mary I Hello, Annf Fancy meeting you herel 

Liza r Maryl I 1m· glad to aee you. It .must be montha sinoe · 

Mary 

Liza 

we met. 

r I eay, what a nice dresei 

1 Do you like 1 t? - By the way, have you httard • Dan, 

my brother'a got hie diploma in Mediaine. 

Mary r How very olever of himl ••• you lmow ••• I've got an 

1.dea • • • Let 'a have a ooffee • There '111 a cam jue·t over 

there. 

Liza That•a wonderful 

(They are about to crose the road. A car app.roache·e the■ at 

high apeed f 

Mary , 

Liza 

Jlary 

Liza 

Look out I Qoodne1111, • how rt1•• t>H17 4r:l,,. , 

a What naaty weather we are baving, aren't •• t 

1 Yea, we are, aren •t we ? ••••• And 1 t 'e eo alip,pery I 

1 Yee, that'a why there are so many car aoo.identa ••• Have 

yo u r ead ye~terday' a pa per? ••• .A lorry ran into the 

car and the re aul t wae that the car wae ee-eh&d to 

piecea, the driver died and a little girl who wae 

croaeing the road waa run over, She wae eeri0\lel7 

injured and they took her to the hoapital, 

Mary a Hcw dreadful I 
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Practice 

What would you aey in the following aituationa? 

a/ Your !riend ia in danger of being run over. 

b/ You didn't realize it WBB 80 late. 

c/ . You greatly enjoyed a party. 

d/ Yo~ ar6 pleaaed your friend haa come. 

e/ Your little aieter hae left the room untidy. 

t:/ You are aeked tor your opinion about ~ play. 

You think 11i ia 1) e:atremely good, 2) extremely bade 

g/ You like your ~riend'a new ooat. 
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12. MEETING PEOPLE 

There are quite a few formulas of greeting people in English. 

Greetings may be divided into formal, i.e. thoee ueed when 

a.pproaching people of'ficially and informal. Thue, "How do you do?" 

ie a formal greeting, while 11Hello" ie informal. 

Soma formulas, suoh JS 11 Good morning", "Good afternoon 11 , 

"Gdod evening 11 , can ba used both as formal and . informal greetinge. 

Here are a few short conversational exchanges ehowing the 

way you might great people and start a conversation. 

Introducing People 

It ia usual for a third person to perforDi introductions in 

tngliah. He will say , 

l. This is Mr. Smith ••• ThiR ia Miss Brown. 

2. May I j -t; roduce you to ·Mr. Smith?••• This ie Mr.Johnson. 

,. I'd like you to meet Mr. Brown~ •• Thia ia Miss Smith. 

The people introduced will say 

How d 1 you do - How d'you do. 

Remember that "How d'you do 11 is only uoed after introductions, 

and cannot be ueed for later meetings. 

If there ia no third person to introduce you, eay I May I 

introduce my self? My · nam·e ie David Jones. 

The an swer will be : 

How d 1 you do. My name ia Mary Smith. 

Introduoing a speaker. 

If you ara introducing a speaker you should say 

Ladies and gentleman, Professor Jones. 

or 

Ladies And gentleman, I bave great pleasure in introducing 
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our guest speaker, Profesaor Jones. 

Informal Greetinga. 

When you have got to know somebody better you may say 1 

Hell.o Hello. 

How•re you getting on? - Fine, thanks. 

Hello, old boy. How are you getting on T - Just fine, 

tbanks. 

Hello, Paul! Fanoy meeting you here. - Whatl Dani I'm glad 

to see you. It must be yeare eince we met. 

You may aleo hear expraeeion~ euch as : 

How'e lir'e ? - N.ot too bad, thanke. 

How•e life treating you? - Can•t oomplain, you 'know. 

'Good morning' ie uead informallyJ eometimes the 1good' ie 

dropped J eomet:l.mee the pereon' s name ie added 1 

Morning Mary - Morning. 

After not seeing someone for some time, say r 

Nice to see you again. 

Leave-taking. 

The most cornmon expreseion when tAking leave ie, pe rhape, 

'Good-bye' which ie used at all times of the day and cn all 

oocasions. 

Among friende the common parting worde are l 

Bye-bye Bye G'bye So long 

See you. I'll be eeei ng you Cheer io 

The a nswers will be the seme. 

If you a re going to meet again the seme day (a oon ), aay 
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See you tonight 

See you eoon 

See you tomorrow 

Theee are often answered by t 

Fine O.K. · .Ul right That'a right 

Se• you latu 

1Good night I oan be uaed on · all oooaaiona atter about 8 P·•m• 

when leave-taking or retiring to bild. 

1 Good day' and 'Good mornine:', eto are nor•lly uaed to'r 

leave-taking by ehop-easiatante. 

Bere are eome aituationa that sive one an idea of how to \ake 

leave 1n Bngliah. 

1/ - Oo■e and aee ue, will you? 

- Thanlt you. 1 111 come one o! theee d·ay•• 

My love to all at home. 

2/ - Cheerio. Remember me to your wi!ee 

- Certainly. With pleaaure. 

- Come again. 

3/ - Good bye. It was a pleaaure to meet you. 

- Thanic you. The pleaaure waa all mine. 

4/•- , Well, I must be getting alonge 

- Bee you eoon. Good night. 

5/ Good luck. All the beat to you. 

Bee you later. 

6/ I must aay good .bye. See you again before long. 

7/ So long. My best Ngarde to your mother. 

8/ Bye-bya. Remember me to your family. 
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Practioe 

1. Introduce two people to one another. 

2. Read and answer the following , 

a/ How're you? 

b/ See you tomorrow. 

c/ See you about aix, then. 

d/ How•re you getting on ? 

e/ See you at the dance. 

t/ It waa a pleasure to meet you. 

3. Wbat would you eay to somebody • 
a/ You're going to see the next day. 

b/ You•re just leaving. 

o/ You•ve just been introduoed to. 

d/ You know well and meet in the etreet 

e/ You•re going to eee 1n the evening. 

4. Dan goes into a restaurant where Paul and Adrian are ohatting. 

Paul knowe him already but Adrian does not. Studente take 

the parts or theee t .hree oharaotere and make up a oonvereation 

between them. 
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4'• WATCHING TV -- -· -··- ----~ --
Here are eome of the more · common expreeeiona ueed when 

watching TV. 

I think I'll turn on the telly. It's time for the news. 

\Vhat I e on TV ? - A olaesical mueic programme. 

What'e on TV 2? - A feature film • • lt'e etarting now. 

Don't fiddle with the controla. 

Don't aeeume we're going to sit through an evening of 

cowboys on TV, my dear. 

The volume's too low. Turn UP. the volume. 

I 'm going t ·o change- the channel • 

Here are some of the programme oategoriee you can watoh on TV. 

a/ feature filme 

b/ popular music programmes 

c/ light entertainment f or children 

d/ light entertainment t or adulta 

e/ live aporta coverage 

f/ documentariee 

g/ ·olass1.cal mue1 o _.-,:roi:rrammea 

h/ . scbool progr aiim~~ 

1/ newe reporta. 

Convereation I 

Howto operate a TV set. 

A. Let'e turn on your teleTISlon set/TV set. Show me howto 

operate it, will you? I might spoil eomething, l'm afraide 
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D. Oh, it's very easy, You just turn this knob to the right a.nd 

the screen begina to glow. Then the picture appears and you 

tune your set 1n, and soon you see the announcer ••• Now try to 

switch the set on by youraelf. 

A. I think aomething hae gone wrong with the set. I've done all 

you told me, but with no effeot. 

B. Perhaps the serial or ground wire ie out of its socket, or a 

contact is loose. Have a look at the back of the set. 

A. I don't underetand a thing there. 

B. Let me see, We'll set things right immediately. Well, the 

set ia simply not plugged in ••• Here now, try once more ••• 

That's it. 

Conversation II 

Mary ie going to turn on the T V set, 

Peter 

Mary 

Mother 

Peter 

Mary 

Father 

rr.other 

1''ather 

Peter 

i Don't turn the telly yet before we know what we're 

going to see. I'm just having a glance at the programmes. 

You haven't bothered to ask Mum what programme she'd 

like to eee. 

Well ••• We must all deoide together what we want to 

aee. 

, While you are arguing about it you1re missing the film. 

Don•t aasume we 1 re going to sit through an evening of 

cowboys on TV, my dear brother. 

Look ••• we'll see what 1 s on, shRll we? ••• and ••• 

well ••• you dear, decide what 7ou'd like to see. 

Well, if it'll settle the argument, I will decide. 

Let me see ••• Mm••• classical music on TV 1. 

Sounds just right for Mary. So we'll turn on TV 1. 
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Well • • • in my view it sounds a bit uch fo r e Sunday 

evening •••. Wha t's on TV 2? 

Let me see ••• Henry Ponda believe it or not - in 

the ' Cowboys '. It 'a etarting nu"iv . 

Put it on7Peter ••• if Mum agreee. 

t I hava always liked Henry Fonda. 

Practice 

1. Work in Pairs 

One of you expresees an in~ention, the other prohibita, 

be~inning hie sentence with 'But ••• , and giving a reason where 

appropria te. 

Example t 

Student J. 

Student B 

You can't change the channel now. 

But there'e a good film on TV 1. 

a/ Your eieter is about to ohange the TV channel whil• you 

are watching a film. 

b/ Yourlittle aon wants to stay up to watoh a movie. 

o/ Your brother wants to order the Radio and TV Times from 

the newsagent. 

d/ You have just bought a TV set wbicb ie perfectly adjueted. 

A friend begins to fiddle with the oontrole. 

e/ You are the manager of a hotel and the TVset in the lounge 

ie alwaye kept at moderate volume so that gueeta who 

are not watohing it are not dieturbed. You hear one guest 

say that he wants to turn up the volume. 

2. How many cbannels does tel evision offer in your oountry and 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://lingv.ro



- 73 -

how do tbey differ !rom eaoh ,ther? If you were to have a eay 

in planning a new ohannel, how muoh time would you allot to eaoh 

of the following programme oategoriee in a twelve-hour period of 

transmisaion? 

'f. · Newe 

2. Sport 

3. Dooumentariee 

4. Feature filme 

5. Adult light entertainment 

6. Children'e light entertainment 
\ 

1. Claeeioal mueic 

3. Instruot a friend of yours bow to operate a T.V. eet1 

then tel1 him what to do if the aerial ie out of ite 

eooket. 
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14 • HH3'l'RUCTING PEOl1 LE HOW TO DO THINGS lN_ A fAC.'.rORI. 

I. Deacribing the complete procese in a raotory. 

The following exemple ie baeed upon a ratrly amall plastic 

mouldir1e company (Adapted rrom Industrial EnKliah by T.C. Jupp and 

3,Hodlin Heinemann Educational Booka, London, 1978). 

\'/arahouae 

Tbe materiale are etored in the warehouee. 
I 

Powder shop 

The powder ia mixed in the powder ehop. 

Moulding ahop. 

The palhts are put in the mould {in the mouldlng ehop). LRter 

the moulding '1s· taken out of 'the presa, 

F1niah1ng aection 

The moulding ia e_ent to the finiehing eection. The mouldinga 

have rough edgee. 

Aeeembly eeotion 

Some parte are eent to the ae eembly esction. They are_ put 

together. Lampholdere, b~ttenho dere, eto ere eeeembl~d ~•r•• 

Fluorescent eeotion 

Some· parte are sent rrom the finiahing eeotion to the 

fluorescent eeotion. The parte are put together, 

Bi-pins are aesembled here. 

Then the producte are packed, 

Then th~ product e are despatch~d in the Deepatoh depart~ent. 
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A. A Maohine Procesa 

How an injeotion moulding machine works. 

The hopper ia filled with powder. 

The .powder ie !ed into the maohine. 

lt ie heated in the heating ohamber. 

An injeotion moulding machine. 

ob~n.9 ror,n mouh' 

/b-n,pc,0nJ! 
confro/ş 

., 

The liquid- plastic ia pusbed through the nozzle by the , 

plunger. 

·The mould ie fille.d with plastţ ~ . 

The mould ie cooled with oold water. 

The ehot ie taken out of the mould. 

The procese ie controlled by tbe time-clooks and temperature 

controla. 

Working a .moulding maohine 
I 

You must make sure the tempera ture ie correct. 

You must make sure j;he prea.sure ie correct •. 

You must make sure you have the correot material. 

You muat make sure the mould ia clean. 
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You must make sure there ie nothing stuck in the mould. 

You mu st not interrupt the cycle. 

You must open the gate at the oorreot time. 

Converaation I 

Dan haa been working in the factory. Tom aaked him about hia job. 

Tom : Hullol Where do you work? 

Dan I work at a plastic-moulding faotory • . 
l do they: make? 
' j 

... Tom 

Dan 

I What 

1 They make p uga, light fittinga, car aehtraya and all 
l " .... , 1 

kinds of plaa~ic _thinga • . 
', 

Tom r What do y~u do? 

Dan I work in tpe machine ahop. I'm a moulder. 

Tom I What'a tha~? 

Dan I'm a mactiil\e operator. I operate an in;jeotion moulding 

machine. 

Tom I Tel1 me aomething about your work. 

Dan I Well, the prooeas of the maohine ia oontrolled by the 

time olooks. I have to open tbe gate when the oyole ia 

finiehed. And I take out the ehot. 

Tom _Ie that all? 

Dan : Then I break the shot up. And I put it in a plastic bag. 

Tom r Does the maohine ever go wrong? 

Dan Sometimes. 

Tom I What happens? 

Dan : There are five things \ the temperature, the preaaure, the 

material, the mould and the time. 

Tom It sounds di f'ficult. 
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Dan I auat make aure the temperature ia correot ao I 

look at the therao control. 

Tom , Mm. 

Dan Then I ■uet make eure the preeaure ia oorreot and there 

1• no rubbiah 1n the aaterial. Bext I 11Uat ■ake aure 

the aould 1• olean, and there 1• nothiq atuok 1n the 

aould. Pinally, I ■uat open the gate at the oornot 

ti■e. 

Tom a Wby ? 

Dan , Beoauae .the plaatio beoo■•• too ot in the heatiq 

ohamber. 

ConTeraation II 

Reportingand Diaoueaing a Pault 

Yeate~day Peter'• ■aohine went wrong. He iot a lot of ahort 

■ouldinl•• So h• epoke to the foN■ane 

Peter 1 Can you help ■e, pleaee? 

Poreaan 1 _What •• the ••tter ? . 

Peter , . lly aaohine .1• wroq.- Look at· theee ehorte. 

Poreaan, Y••• I aee. 

Peter 

Well, perbape the preeeure ia too low. 

Perbapa the te■peratur~ 1• too oool. 

Perbapa the nossle 1• blooke4. 

1 Where do· I adjuet the preeaure? 

Poreman , Uae the preeaure val Te. It 1 • 1n th• ■14ctle • near the 

tloor. 

Peter 1 o.K. Adjuet tbe te■perature and the preaaure. And 

oheok the nossle. 
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After a .while. 

Peter My machine ie atil-1 wrong. 

Foreman I Have you adjuated the temperature and the preeeure? 

Pfţter Yea, I've turned up the preeeure. 

For8J1!an L Yrhat .about the -noczle ? 

Pet~!, I've cheolted the nozzle. 

PoremaJ;t l Have you interrupted the oycle ? 

Peter , No, I haven•t. 

Poreman a Well, you 'd better find a fitter • 

• ; t ' ·. ,_ 
Peter found a fitter. 

Pet~r 

Pitter 

Peter I 

Fithr 

Peter 

Fitter I 

Exouse me. 

Can you help me, pleaee? 

What 1 s the matter? 

My machine ie wrong. Look at theee ehorts. 

Oh yes. 

I 1ve turn.ed up the temperature and the preeeure. And I've 

oheoked the nozzle. It'e etill wronc. 
Let me have a look at it. 

Converaation I 

·peter wae on a new maohine yesterday. He aeked Victor to 

help him. 

Peter 

Victor 

Peter 

Excuse me. 

What•a the matter? 

Can you help me, please? How do I take thie eprue out 

of the mould? lt'a stuck. 
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See, 
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over. I 'll show you. Put the switch to hand. 

the mould with the switch. Then take out the 

with tbie braes. 

it's easy. Always uee the brasa. 

Thanks, Victor. 

Conversntion II 

11iary 

Liza 

Mfl.";ywaa on paoking yesterday. She aaked Liza to help her. 

Damnl I oan•t make thie carton. Excuse me. 

What's the matter? 

•iary Can you help me, please ? I oan't make this carton. 

Li:r.a 

Mary 

Mary 

Liza 

ft.ary 

Liza 

Mary 

Liza 

lf.ary 

Liza 

Mary 

Liza 

Mary 

Move over, I'll show you. 

Fold the two sm~ll flape. Then fold the two large 

flape. Next turn it over. 

Turn it over. Yee. 

Put your packets in. 

Yee. 

Put a dab of glue under the large flap. 

Put a dab of .glue where? 

Under the large flep. 

Yee. 

Stick it down with stioky tape. 

Yes. 

:3ee, i t I s easy. 

Yes. Thanks, Liza 
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c. Following an Inetruotion InoorreotlJ 

Emily wae put on a new job in the aaaembly aeotion. 

Ann I Now you're going to etaple boxea. 

Emily, Yee, Ann staple. 

Ann I You piok up the abeet. 

Emily, l'ick up the eheet. 

Ann , You hold it under the maohine. Presa your foot down to 

start it. 

Emily, Then turn it over to eaoh corner, aee? 

Emily, Turn it over to each corner. 

Ann I That'e right. 

Emilya Thanka. 

A few minutee later Ann came baok. Emily waa doing the job 

wrong. 

Ann I Noi Thie one'a wrong. And thie one. Look I 

Emily, Ie thie one right? 

Ann I No, it ien't. 

Emily• I'm eorry. Can you explain what'a wrong, pleaee? 

Ann Yes. You•re not stapling the right cornere. 

Emily, Oh, I aee. 

Ann 1 Look, watch me. All right? 

Emily• Yee, Ieee. Will you watoh me now, pleaae? 

Ann , Yee. That'e right. 

Emily1 Thank you for explaining. 

n. Identifying faulta 

Examples. 

This ie a chipped moulding/a bad moulding/a ehort moulding. 
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Ther• ia too muob tlash. 

Thie 11 cracked. 
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The holes are blocked/rough. 

Tbere 11 baked-in flash. 

fhere are file marka. 

There are blistera. 

There are sharp edgea. , 

It haan•t been naehed properly. 

E. InatrucUona including looking out for teul ta 1n a tao.tory 

prooeaa o_r job. 

., 

llake sure there are no crl:lo,ked ka.y holes • 

. Make aure you've got all the ecre••• 

Make aure you•ve got no chips round the edgee. 

Make aure there are no oraoks 1n 1t. 

Make aure you 1ve ao-t no cracka, no chips, no ehort mouldings-. 

Make aure it 1a not crosa-threaded • 

D. Daqera at work. 

Long hair that oa~ oatch in a maohine. 

Not wearing goggleo. 

Ueing a maohine w11~hout a 8Uard. 

L.eaving a box atioking out deng.erously into a g,nngway • 

H.olding a p,art "1.'C>a,gly and so getUng your finger .s t-00 

near the machin,e. 

Putting your hand or fing er in a da.ngeroua place. 

Not lookine at you.r work., 

Cda. 15/1984 Paec •. 5 
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G. Beine r e s p onsible el ,ou t aa:fety 

Examples. 

Dresa. 

Make sure you tie h ick yo11 r hair. 

Make sure you wear the right clothee/gogglee/the right 

shoea/glovee • 

Machines. 

Make sure you unders tand the machine. 

Make sure you oan turn off the machine. 

Don't work with the guarrl up. 

II. The Departmental Procesa 

. 
Ina department where a seriee of processee are oarried out 

on a machine-timed moving bel t, each employee ia doing a cornplf, t " 

job - for exemple assembling plastic parte ţnto a product. 

The following e-xample ie buee.d on a paeking room in an 

instant ooffee company. 
v°'?r - h'/1/ng ,4/r-b,bw,:r t?-,-,,ory 
r n or:;hine rnoct'une ar~-s 

Jar-feeding 

The empty jar.a are pu1: on the line h,ei·e. 

Air-blower machine 

The jare are cleaned bere. 

Ja~-fiJ.ling n,3cţiţi;ie 

The jars are filled w1. th coffe.e hr.re . 
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Table ana scales 

The weight of some Jars is chec~ on the aoal••• 

Capping machine 

The capa are put on the bara here. 
~ 

Labelling Dlllchine 

The jars are labelled here. 

A Conversation 

Mary did a stupii ţhing yesterday. Sbe tilled up a Jaret 

coftee with her bande. 

Liza a Theae Jara look a little light. 
Mary ~ ·I'll put a bit more powder 1n. 
Liza 1 -You ·•houlcln1 t do it with your band, llal'J'• Uae tbe 

-•sure. 
Mary I I'• sorr1 ••• I waa 1n a hUffJ'. 
X It'a tangeroua. 
Mary t I 1a very aorry. I didn't think. 
X t Well, don• t do 1t apin~-
llary • llo, I ~n ... t. 

Practice 

I. D.escribe the factory or clepartMnt . you wort in pretencliJt6 
you are ah..tng a viaitor around, 

II. Imagine 7()U are. IIOW.der, 
Describe 1our Job. 

111.:.: lDlagine you were put on a uew me.ohine and you baveto••­
for help. 

' I . 

IV. Imagine you are asked by a vi si tor to descri be the depanaeat-1 
,procese 1n an instant coffee coapeny. 
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1 5. ON TH:C: PHONE 

A. Making a Local Call. 

Mr. Smith lifte up the recei ver and diale Ric-hmond 4822. Tbe 

eecretary anewere the phone. 

Secretary I Richmond four-eight-double-two. 

Mr, Smith I May/Can I epeak to Mr. Brown, please? 

Secretary l Who's oalling, pleaee? .. '• 

Mr. Smith I John Smith. • 

Secretary One moment, pleaee Mr. Smith, and 1 111 see 

if he ie in. 

.. . . . . . . . . 
• 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Seoretary , Mr. Smith. 

Smith 

Sec7e.tary 

· 1 Yea. 

I'm 1U'r,~id Mr. ·, Brown ian•t 1n. Would you like 
' ' 

·to leaVli him :a ·meesage, orcan I ask him to 

call y,qµ .back >?-

·smith I No, iti•~ iill ·;:ţ.ght. 1'11 oall beck. 
l· l' .. ·:. 

· s·ecretary Oh, hold on a m,oment .~. yes ,. , • He• a just 

Brown 

Smith 

Brown 
Smith 

·Brown 

Smith 

Brown 

ooming into the office now. 

1 fhie ie Bro-.n ~peaking. 

1 Hello. How are things? 

Oh, not a.o bad, JohL • 

1 Will you join us for dinner 7 

1 Yes, with pleaeure. 

Shall I come round and pick you up at about 

half past eix? 

1 That'e fine. See you later, tben, . 
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Smith Rightl Bye. 

Brown Bye. 

B. Wrong Number 

Voice Hello. 

John Smith Could I epeak to Mr. Brown, pleaee ? 

Voice Brown ? There's no Brown here. I'm afraid 

you•ve got the wrong number. 

Smith Oh, !'Di 80 eorry. 

Voice That'e all right. 

o. Making an International Call. 

International, International. Can I help you? 

I want to place a call to Rome Hotel Belvedere. 

Oan I dial direct? 

International, No sir, I'm afraid not. 

John Smith What times do the special ratee apply? 

International, Between eix in the evening and eight 1n the 

Smith 

morning, sir. 

No, that won 1t do. It's important. Can you 

put me through, please? 

International, Certainly - There'll bea delay of twenty 

minutes. 

Smith That 1e all right. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Int~rnational, Your oall to Rome. You're through now. Go 

ahead, please. 

Smith Thank you. 
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D. Callincl lJireotory Inquiriea. 

Directory Inquiriea I Directory Inquiriea. 

Smith I haven't got a Directory handy. Can 

you tel1 me ho'/Y to call Ruchareat? 

Direotory Inquiriea Dial 9o, lir. 

Smith Thanka. 

E. Sending a Telegram 

Operator 

John Smith 

Operator 

8111ith 

Opere i.or 

Smith 

Operator 

Bello, Telegrame. 

1 w•i nt to eend a telegram to Manchester, 

p l e „ a 

Ct -l nly, Sir. Wbat 's your number . ? 

I 878 9854 

And the sueo~iber's name? 

John Smith, 38 St.John's Street, LouJ,)n. 

Very good sir. We'll call you back. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Operator 

Smith 

Operator 

Smith 

Your t elegram to llanchester, sir. 

Go ahead. 

It's to Henry ifatkins, 19 , Sr-ring Gardena, 

Jf11n qri11cd, 111r :2 • 

Henry Watkins, 19, Spring 

Manchester 2. 

.. .1 ena, 

The text is : Your letter received yest erday 

stop unfortunately called away suddenly on 

business stop sad to miss you all s to p ••• 

and th P- signa ture's James 
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Operator I'll read that baok, sir ••• Your lP-tter 
I 

reoeived yeeterday stop unfortunately ' called 

away euddenly on business stop sad to lmies 

you all stop ••• 

Smith . 1 That's right. 

Operator Very good sir. It'll arrive thie a!teţnoon. 

F. Calling a Oab/Taxi 

Brent 

Reoeption 

Oould you call a oeb/taxi, pleaee? 

Yee, sir • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Taxi Cabe, good morning. 

Reception I Good morning. Could you send a car to the 

Intercontinental Hotel? 

Taxi , Who'e it for, please? 

Reception Mr. James Brent. 

Taxi , And where doea he want togo? 

Reoeption, To 28, Victoria Road. 

Taxi , All right. There ian't a free car ~n your 

area at the moment. We ahoulil have onP. t .here in 

about ten minutes. 

Reception : That 'a fine_. . Thank you very much. 

. . . . . . . . 
neception I The cab will be here in about ten minutea, sir. 

Brent Thank you. 
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G. Booking Seats on the Plarie 

Reservatione 

James ,Brent 

Reservationa 

Brent 

Re•ervatione 

Brent 

Reeervations 

Brent 

Reeervations 

Brent 

Reaervatione 

Reoeption 

Brent 

Reception 

Brent 

Reoeption 

Can I help you? 

1 1d like two reeervations from London to 

Buohareet, if poeaible tomorrow mornine , 

pleaae. 

One moment, and 1 111 cheok to see if there 

are any eeate left. 

That'e all right. 

Yes, that'a all right. Two seats on flight 

BE 482 London - Buchareet leaving Gatwick 

aţ 11 tomorrow morning • 

. i That' a fine• 

What name pleaee? 

James Brent. 

Have you got any telephone number where we 

oan contact you if neceeeary? 

928 5672 at home or 543 9218 at the office. 

Thank Y'>U ■ 

Reception. Can I help you? 

I'd like to book a double room from tom.orrow 

night for five daye, please. 

With bdh ? 

With, if you can. 

, One moment, please, sir. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Reception Yes 1 that's all right, sir. 

What name, please? 
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Hece1•<1 ion 

Brent 

!!{eeepition 

Jjrent 

tl ecepti on 

Practice 

- f." 

Jame::3 Brent, 

Could you SJ'ell t l u t, plcirn , ? 

B R :E N T 

We'll SPA to it. 

Thbut yuu, Uood~ye. 

Goodbye . 

1. Rehearse each of the eight i::i tuRtiorrn aliove. 

2. Expand Situations A and B to full-scale telephone 

oonversations. 

3. Turn the conversfl.tions in Cha pters 7-8 into teleµhu11 f' 

conversations. Pay special att ention to the opening and 

closing phrases. 
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16 • .AT SCHOOL 

A. ExpreeeitUueed in Conneotion with the Organization of 

the Clase. 

Who'e absent? 

Everyone ie bere. Ho one'e absent. 

The attendance haen't be~n good of late. 

Who'e on duty today? 

Who'e the monitor of the ·olaee ? 

What 1 a the date today? 

Come (go) up to the board, pleaee I 

Pleaee return to ·your place I Go to your eeatl 

Whoee ·duty ie to clean the board? 

OleaJt/erase the boardl 

Clean off that eentencel 

Eraee that eentencel . 

Io artd get ·· eome chalk, pleaee I 

· 'Irite oarefully! · 

Crose out that letter/ Crose it outl 

Write the word with a capital letter 

Stand to the side of the board I Stand aside I 

Move out of the way, please 

Wet the sponge, please I 

B. Expressions used in Oonnection with Discipline and 

Motivation. 

Stop talki ng ! Silence, pleasel 

Do behave yourselvesl 
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Stop fidgeting l 

-Don't make so _much noisel 

Don't dog-ear the pagee! 

Don't prompt (coecb)I 

Don't ele.m/bang the doorl 

Raiae your banda if you wish to speakl 

Teacher 

Victor 

That wae a good answer, Viet-or. 

Thank you. 

Teache-r • You I re weloome. 

Oo~gratulationa, your iEnglish ie getting better and better. 

You should be very proud of your good work, Dani 

Y.our paren-te must be very happy abowt your progrese .in 

scho-o1, Mary. 

Your ho-.ne,work bas s-oM 111i-stakes in it, but i t ehowa 

poaitive aigns of improvement. 

Xoe9 trying to dg your est ! 

Teacher (to clase) 1 Who 1 s absent today? 

P..tpil on duty 

Toeoher 

David 

Teacher 

1 E-veryone ie bere. N-o one 1s ahs1mt. 

Dan ie outs-ide. 

1 The attendance hasn't been goX>.d.letely. 

David, why were you ab38nt .ye-sterda,Y ? 

I wae 111. HeN is a note fr-om the dootor. 

1 I ho pe you won I t fall ill agai :i:i.. { Ent•e.rs D@:.,) , 

Dan, you •re late again. Now please ahut . the 

d.oor, but do-n' t slarr,/baug i t. Thi.s is t •he 
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second time you've been late this month. I shall have 

to notify your parents and find out why you don 't 

come intime. Let me hava your daybook. What's the 

date today, Mary? Why ien't it written on the 

board/blackboard? Go/come up to the board, Mary, 

and write the date. Hae she made any mistakes? Raisa 

your, bande if you wish to speak. 

She bas mieepelt the word "March"• There should be 

en•r• after the •a•• 
That 1e right. Children, stop tallcingl Silence, 

please/ Stop fidgeting/Do hehave yourselveel 

o. Bxpre11sione used 1n Connection with Reading a Text 

Open your booke at pe.ge ••• I Turn to page ••• 

Attentionl The class will read in chorus! 

Begin/Start readingl Ea-eh will read a eentence in turn, 

Whose turn is it to read now? 

Would you like to read next? Go on, please. 

That 1ll do. 

Pay attention to the atreesl 

What ia the paragrapb about? 

Look up the unknown worde in your dictionariesl 

This tranelation does not make sense. 

A Conversation 

Teacber Now,children, open your books at page 25 , 

\'ihere did we leave off l ast time ? 
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Teacher 

Peter 

Teacher 

Peter 

Teacher 

Ann 

Teacher 
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We left off at the bottom of page 24. 

Thank you1 Now, children, listen carefully/ 

attent1vely while I read the t ext. Adrian, will you 

please reod it now? Don't prompt hjm, Peter ! Ha a he 

mispronounced any worda? 

, Adrian didn 't pronounoe the word "·knife" right/ 

correctly. The 'k' in "knife" ie silent', but I t ~1nk 

he aounded the 'k'. 

Bay the word, Adrian! Anything else? 

The pronunciat!on of the word "hotel" was wrong. 

The atreas/acoent ison tbe eecond ayllable, not on 

the N.rst. 

That'a right. Repeet all the worda you bave miapro­

nounoed. Say them again. Pay att.ention to the stresa. 

It would bea good thing for yo~ t.o read aloud at 

home fo~ at least riftten minutea every day. Whoee 

tul."n. is i t to read DQJt ? Tom, ,1Hm.li :~011 lile~ to 

re&d ne.x.t î Go Qn, p-lfJaSth ·7ba t;'l1 do. NoA'J. children, · . 

you bave ten minutee to r ead tbe P8"' S:.~g.e t n youreelvee.· 

Nexţ _prepara to tel1 me what tbe main id~a of the 

pa,aeage ie. Dan, give t.ne main 1a·ea of the pae.sag.e. 

( Dan gi vee the main idea) • Wbo has anything t ,o 

critioize? 

I think Dan relat ed the story too close to the text. 

You're quite right. Dan didn't give the O'Utstand,ing 

idea of the passage. Ann, translate ţhe passa&el 

(Ann translates it). This tranelation does not make 

sense. 
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Don ' t trr ns l& te word f or word! And don't dog- ea r 

the p-..gesl 

For next time you'll have to look up t he unknown 

words of the remaining passage in your dictionarie s , 

D. Analysis of the Reading Material 

Teacher 

John 

Teacher 

John 

Teaeher 

Dan 

Teacher 

Let•a turn to page 26 and go on with the rea ding. 

Firet I' 11 wri te the ne-w wordEr on the board, Put/ 

wri te them down in your eo;,y-b.ook&. 

Make up senienees a t home w1 th six of the wo·rds ~ 

May I ask you a question? 

Plea se do,/Ye~, what ia it?/You may. 

What ia the Re.manian for this word? 

Wbo knows i t ? You tel1 hi.iii, Pete-r. Now let 's repeat 

the new voc.abulary in cho.rµa .• 

Children, ai t straight I 

I like your re.a,ding, N,GW let I s analyz.e a few s.en ten ce e:, 

Read t.be first sente.nce, and eay what kin<i of s.~,nt-enc e 

it is, 

Did he made any mistakes? 

He left out/ omit,t .ed an t.rti9l.e i n .on.e p-la c.e, and in 

anothr.r place h.e put an artic,l.-e whe.r.e it di.dn 1 t 

belong. 

Tbat•s riEht, Now, J.o.hn, re ~ ~t th~ sent.e-nce 

co.rr ectly, wi th a ll t he a r tic l .e:s. i.n their right 

p l ac e s . !Jow, P-et .. er, whf, t a re you t u-:rni nts roun.d f or? 

Dan , if ,you kee p on botb.e_rine yo.u,r nei i;hbpur, I s.!~e.ll 

have t ·o a sk you to l ea ,le t h.e ro.o.m,. 
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Turn th,? sentence into a qucst j on • •• ..,ood I Our time 

ia not up yet/there ia still some time leÎt. Who 

whould like to reci te the two vers.-es of the pMm 

you were auppoaed to learn for today? 

May I? l liked the poem very much, ao I learned 

it by heart. 

\ Very well 4one indeed. 

E. Criticism of Written Assignment 

Teacher In order that your work should look neat and tidy, 

and be easy to read, there are several thinga to 

keep in min1 that I already spoke about last time. 

To begin with, in some copy-books, the writing/ 

hand-writing is not legible. In some cases it was 

eo illegible that I could hardly make it out. 

Certainly 1t 1 s possible to write more clearly, and 

to leave r:tenty of spaoe between the words. Now, 

bere' s a page · from a oopy -boo1c where the words eeem 

to run together, they are written so close together. 

Dan, eome of your 1 1 s look like e's and your t•s 

look exactly like 1 1 s. That•s because you forget to 

dot your i'e and crose your t•s. There is something 

more that I should like to call your attention to. 

Don I t try to era se words in your copy-books, be.c-ause 

it always leaves a emudge. It ia better to crose out 

the word, enclose it in parantheses, and rewrite 

it correctly. This gives a neater appearance to the 

page. Last but not least, you have to ieave out a 

apace after the heading . Then leave a margin on the 

left hand side. Draw a line down t he length of the 
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paper 11ghtly, in pencil, 1f you can ' t keep a 

etraight margin without doing so • 
• 

That•a all as to the appearance of your work. Ae 

regarda oorreotnese, the papers are more or lees 

satisfaotory. 

P. Setting the · Homework 

!reaober • Take/write dovm your home-work • 

. 1 - Read and transla te the text on page 75:, Leseon 24, 

from the beginning up to the worde ••• on page .76, the 

fou:rth line from the b.ottom (opposite - 1 top). Prepare to 

relate the contente of the text in sho.rt, not in detail/ 

Prepara a prlwie of the text. 

Review i;he ru.lee .. o.f the aequ.ence of: teneea. 

Do e±ercisee 6 and 7 of L.esson 23. In the firat exercise 

y-ou · have to ch.o.oee the· correct form of the verbe in 

bracketa. In tbe se.cond- exeroiee you bave to fill in 

the bl8/nke wi th the sui table word-s from the text• 

Be sure t.o look up all th.e un.lmown/new words in the 
I •• 

· · 1 diotionary. 

G. At a S_choQl Li-brary 
~. ,, 

A. May I take o.ut a b.ook? 

Librariap a Have yo.u a library c'.l:lrd ? 

A. Not yet, but I should lik.e to b~come a subecriber. 

Lib-rarian I Very well I Please fill in/o.ut. tbis application fo.rm. 

A. How lor:ig may w.e keep a hook? 

Librarian I T'e.n daya,. :aut then it ia ppseible to prolo.ng it. 

W.ould you iike to t.ake out a book to.liay ? 
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A. I should like something rather light a nd amusin1:, . Ou.r teache 

hnfj recommended us Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn by Mar.-1. 

Twain. 

Librarian I We have both booke but you may have a . look .at the 

display of the new arrivals. Perhaps you'll look them through 

and select what appeals to you. 

A. I' d like to read eomething in English ,. eomPthing . not adapted 

or abridged. I prefer to read foreign li tera ture in the·. 

original, not in translation. 

Librarian : Well, bere ie a book that will carry you away (by 

ite thrilling developmente). lt'e what we call a science­

fiction novel. However, it's not difficult reading. The 

language of the characters is chiefly colloquial, with~a- bit of 

slang here and there. 

A. Thanks a lot, I'll take it. 

Librarian a Please let me have your card,. and. l -1 11 make the proper 

entry init. Here you are 

A. Please note th1:1t eome of t he ; ,ar~s have been "Lhumbed by otber 

people's bande. 

Librorian t Oh, what a ehamel Anda br and-new book too I 

Some people are notat all careful in/about bandling books. 

H. Examinations 

(A talk with a foreign teacher) 

Foreign teacher t I should like to know something about your 

system of examinations at school, if you don't roind. To be.gin 

with, when have you te~m examinations] 
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Rounian teaoher • •• have no term exa'llinatione, only hal t-yearly 

reoapUulatory tHte in eoae eubjeote. 

J I Ancl what other he"8 have 1ou ? 

Jl I Th•r• _, al■o be_ weekly or peri-oclic heta in varioua aubjecte.l 
J!., 4-.I,: t 

, 
a 

!he re■ult■ ot theH h■t• together with the reoord of a ., 

PUP,11■ 1 daily work, are the ohief ~&,an■ of eTaluating the 

pupil'• prc,are■e and profioienoy during hi• whole school 

lita. 

1 And what about exaainaUon propel' , 

a The pupil■ take •m• at the end of th• 8th ecllool year. 

Of oouree, they haTe to pa■e t~• ut"eulation or aohool­

leaving exaa■ betor• they oan reQeive a aat~ioulation 

oerUticate at th• end of the Util eobool ,. .. r. 

1 , And who aet■/prepar•~ tha exaainat1on/taat papere? 

a 1 !ha exaaination quaeUoae ara eat by tha ti~a<try of 

Bduoation. kaaJlae tor '9D&qa1a and a4d1Uonal _proble111• 

tor eolution are ude up bJ the aaatntng teaobera. 

1. ll1.abahartour an.4 Punjehaant 

1 , !har• 1e ■oae'\hing tha.t intereah •• graatly, and tha:t i s. 

7our aathod of puniahing JMq>ile for llie.'Nbartolll'. 

R t !han ara •DJ cliffar,ent •1•, -4-epen41DC on tlle oft·enae • . 

In all oaae■ n tr7 to Ml:e the olfen4-er underetand the 

anti-■ooial ohareater of hie mial>ebadour. 

1 , Oould.n.'t you tel1 •• a faw worda about the meAtauraa yo1,1 

eaploy to bring about proper dteciplina? 

R , Wall, for a alight offenoe, tha pup11 aay be aade to stand. 

1 a Do you keep in/4eb1n a pupil after e.chool haura ? 
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R We usually try to avoid such detention. 

F And supposing there ia persistent misbehaviour? 

R A pupil who neede tobe told twice to behave himself may be 

ordered to leave the room. That is considered severe 

punishment. 

F How do you handle/deal with more aerioua offences, as 

deliberate viola tion of discipline or breaking of schoo.~ 

rulea? 

R Such oasee don•t occur often. If they do, criticism of the 

offender by hie own school-fellowa at a pioneer or U. ·r.c. 

meeting ie very effective. There may bea reprimand by 

the director of the school in written form. 

F And suppoae there ie no improvement.after that, what then? 

R As arule, there ia, for we find in our teachtrg experience, 

tnat there are very few unmanageable ohildren, if any. Still 

it happens, though very rarely, that a pupil ie expelled 

from eohool 1or a time, and perhaps for good, if the 

offender ie obstinate and difficult to manage , and the 

offenoe particularly serioue. Only after all methode of 

persuasion are exhausted do we resort t o this form of 

puniehment. 
(Adapted) 

J. Between Two Classmates 

A I V(hy such a long face? Got faur again, I suppose? 

B I Yes, in chemistry. That's my weak point. 

f. Why, it's not such a difficult subject. 

B I Chemistry is not my strong point, but it ij@~IBe Îij c~ffi@ ~~sy 

to you. You have t he subject at your Nfigers 1 lîrids, ÎÎ €h't 1 
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I'm all at eea when it cornee to formulas and all thlit sort 

of thing. I'm absolutely no good at themi they just refuse 

to stick 1n my head/ mind, 

A Let 'a do ohemietry togetlrn r this a fteruoon. There are 

eome ueeful deviees for memorizing them. 1 111 give them 

to you. They 111 help you. There•s no use failing in the 

subject, ie there? 

B Oh, noi I don 1t want any more fours (4 1 e). 1 111 come at 

any time you eay. 

A t Do you know that exam■ are only a few weeks off? That•s 

what tbe notice on the notice-board saye. Are you 

preparing/etudying for them? 

B 1 haven 1 t reviewed anything eo f ar but I'll set to work. 
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